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THE  NEWSLETTER  OF  HOLY  SPIRIT  LUTHERAN   CHURCH 

       August 2008  “Celebrating and Living God’s Message”  

Many national church leaders have spent a great deal of time studying why some congregations 
grow while others stagnate.  The research indicates that one factor contributing to the health of a 
congregation is its willingness to undergo change that fosters growth.  Here at Holy Spirit, we have 
certainly seen a great deal of change over the last two years, and these changes have led us to 
grow in some important ways.  One of Holy Spirit’s strengths is its willingness to change and adapt 
to a changing context. 
 
Over the last year, I have spent a great deal of time talking with council members about the topics 
of worship times and Sunday school.  To those of us in leadership, it was apparent that the move to 
a two service format on Sunday mornings was a huge success from last year – worship attendance 
increased by more than 30 percent!  So, building on that success, we wanted to see our education 
ministry also strengthened.  To this end, we asked ourselves how we could see more families take 
advantage of the strong program that is currently being offered; and we also wanted to make 
Sunday school a more attractive option for those who might be new to the faith.  Many other large 
protestant churches in our area offer some type of education program during worship, particularly 
targeting those who are new to the faith. 
 
This spring, we gave all members of the congregation an opportunity to express their thoughts via 
a survey on worship times and another on Sunday school.  The results of the survey and our 
conversations with members indicated that many families were excited about the idea of Sunday 
school occurring during one of our services.  As a result, the congregation council is proposing a 
schedule and format change for Sunday School and worship this fall.  The plan that we are 
currently fine tuning involves offering an abbreviated Sunday school during the second service on 
Sunday mornings.  In addition, the worship times would be moved to eliminate the long lag time 
between services, allowing people from both services to have time to interact with one another.  
The proposed worship schedule is as follows:  8:30am – traditional service, 10:00am blended 
service with Sunday school.  The children (age 3 through grade 5) would be invited to leave and 
attend Sunday school following the children’s message.  They would return to the service following 
the Passing of the Peace, allowing those who commune to participate in that segment of the 
service.  Older youth and adults would have Bible study and educational opportunities at other 
times during the week. 
 
Final details of these changes are still being worked out, and we would value your input as we 
proceed.  Please feel free to share your thoughts – praises and concerns – with myself or any 
church council member.  As a parent myself, I have truly wrestled with this decision – not wanting 
my children to miss any of the worship service vs. the need to meet people where they are and be 
responsive to our culture and context.  I believe this change will allow us to invite more families to 
join us in worship, have greater fellowship between the two services, and allow more children to 
take part in Sunday school.  May God bless our efforts to change and be responsive to the 
community around us, while also honoring those parts of our tradition that are most important.   
 
God’s Blessings, 
Pastor Will 
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Caring Adults Needed:  Confirmation 
Small Group Leaders Sought 
 
Do you love kids?  Do you enjoy talking about 
your faith?  Do you want to make an eternity-long 
difference in the life of a young person?  If you 
said “yes” to any of these questions, then maybe 
you have the gifts and the calling to be a 
confirmation small group leader.  If interested 
please contact Pastor Will at 
pastorwill@holypiritlc.net.   

Mark Your Calendars!  
Rally Day with Outdoor 
Worship and Picnic @  
Bicentennial Park-Sept. 7 
 
On Rally Day, Sept. 7 at 10:00am, 
we will be holding one celebration 
worship service to kickoff the fall 
programming year.  The service 
will be held at the large Pavilion at 
Creasey Bicentennial Park on 
Grand Blanc Rd.  Following the 
service, we will have games and 
activities for all ages, as well as 
potluck picnic.  There will be NO 
8:00am service on this day!  We 
will all worship together in this one 
special outdoor service.  

Pirates VBS a Great Success  
 
The pirates have set sail for other churches, 
but not before blessing us with a great Vacation 
Bible School this year.  There were many mo-
ments of laughter, worship, prayer, and learn-
ing that took place this week.  Above all, every-
one involved was able to grow in their faith!  
This year, we had 66 children attending, with 
15 youth and 32 adults helping. 
 
Thank you to the many adults and youth who 
volunteered to help lead and support this year’s 
VBS.  Thank you as well to the many members 
and friends of the congregation who were so 
generous in their donations – your support has 
saved us hundreds of dollars.  Finally, thank 
you to our two great coordinators, Amy Coch-
ran and Danielle Stenke.  Without their tireless 
efforts, our program would not have been the 
same.  Attention Families of 6 th – 8th Grade 

Students: 
Confirmation Begins This Month 

 
Confirmation instruction – also known as Head to 
the Heart – will begin on August 24  at 6:00pm.  
All 6th – 8th grade students and their friends are 
invited to be a part of this year’s program, 
whether you began in 6th grade or not.  
Confirmation instruction will have a similar look 
and feel to last year.  Some of the features are: 
· Meeting every other Sunday night, 
· Activity journals for families to work on at 
home, 
· Instruction done through games, music, 
videos, discussion, and skits, 
· An emphasis on every student being part of a 
small group, led by a caring adult, and 
· Small groups having service and fellowship 
events throughout the year. 
Confirmation is an important ministry of our 
congregation as we seek to help students to 
grow in their faith, deepening their relationship 
with Jesus Christ, and learning what it means to 
live as disciples within a Christian community.  
Confirmation is right around the corner.  For 
more info or to register for the fall, contact Pastor 
Will at pastorwill@holyspiritlc.net.  
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Bottled Water Collection 
 
The families who participated in VBS last 
month collected over 300 bottles to give to 
those working on the Habitat houses this 
week.  More importantly, they also crafted 50 
“messages in a bottle” of God’s love that our 
church can share with those working. 

Coin Bank Collection 
 
Youth who have been collecting money in 
their coin banks for the homes should plan to 
bring that money into the church before Aug 
15.  We need to turn the money in to the 
habitat by the middle of the month.  Thank 
you to all the little savers out there who have 
saved in their banks or through the coin jar on 
Sunday morning.  Thank to your efforts, we 
have now received $400.00.   

Church Council Corner 
Raising the Roof Book Discussion 
 
Throughout this summer, the church council and I 
have been studying the book, “Raising the Roof: 
Making the change for pastoral to program size 
congregation”.  It is a wonderful book because it 
helps us to understand some of the growing pains 
that we face  as God continues to lead out growth 
as a congregation.  Many of our current points of 
tension are ones that many other churches our 
size also must confront.  As we have discussed 
things so far, here are three challenges that have 
been revealed in our reading: 
1. There is a critical need for HSLC to understand 
its mission and purpose.  The larger we become, 
the more critical it is for us to have a clear 
understanding of our reason for existing. 
2. As our worship attendance increases, people 
begin to feel more disconnected from one another 
and the community as whole.  Many longer-term 
members can be overwhelmed by the number of 
people they do not know, when they used to know 
almost everyone. 
When congregations grow rapidly, their 
membership and its needs for pastoral care, 
education, and support often grow more quickly 
than the churches financial and volunteer 
resources. 
This is just a taste of what the congregation 
council is discussing this summer.  As leaders, the 
council is discussing ways that we can address 
these issues and help to lead us through this 
transition.  Please continue to pray for our leaders, 
bring your concerns and thoughts to them, and 
offer them your support and encouragement in the 
work they are doing. 
 
If you would like to see the book we are reading or 
order a copy for yourself, let Pastor Will know 
(email:  pastorwill@holyspiritlc.net) , and he can 
order one for you. 

House Dedication, Aug. 23, 6:00pm 
 
Due to the hard work and labor of many 
people, work on the two habitat houses this 
summer is on time, and even a little ahead of 
schedule.  Even if you were unable to join the 
work on the homes, please plan to join us for 
the dedication of the homes on Aug. 23 at 
6:00pm.  One of the new home owners, Maria 
Church and her two daughters, have been 
worshipping with us over the last few months.  
Join us as we help them and the other family 
in a brief time (15 minute) thanksgiving and 
blessing.  Following the dedication, you are 
invited to join us for hot dogs and a light meal, 
so bring your folding chair or blanket and stay 
for awhile. 



Attendance Averages for June 

 

  June, 2007 June, 2008 
8:00 AM 47 41 

10:30 AM 121 133 
Total 168 174 
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Serving in the Military 
 
ENI Cliff Cleary 
ACB-2 SEABEES 
CAMP DELTA 
APO AE 09331 
 
CAPT James Babbitt 
TF 1-293rd IN Team HHD 
OIF 08-10 
APO AE 09391 

Food Distribution Scheduled 
August 23 rd, 9:00 am until 12:30 pm 
 
Join members in providing canned and boxed 
food to those in need in throughout Genesee 
County.  All ages can help 

Christian Education 
 

· Mark September 7 on your calendar for RALLY DAY! After the 10 am church service at the 
Grand Blanc Centennial Park there will be a potluck dinner and FUN GAMES for pre-K through 
5th grade.   There is also a playground with a wooden climbing area, a soccer field and a water 
area that the kids will love!  Be sure to pack bathing suits for your kids! 

· Junior and Senior High students: We will need your help with the RALLY DAY  games! 
· Enroll your children for Sunday School ASAP so materials can be ordered for our first day, Sun-

day, September 14. Our new time for Pre-K through 5th grade Sunday School will be during the 
10am service. The children will leave the service after the Children’s Message and return during 
the Passing of the Peace. We hope to see every child enrolled in our new format! 

· Please look for the bright blue sign-up forms for Sunday School on the table just outside the 
sanctuary.  As before, there will be four age related classes: Pre-K, K-1st grade,  2nd-3rd grade, 
4th-5th grade 

· Adult classes will take place on Wednesday evenings. Watch for starting times, dates and infor-
mation about the classes. 

· The Senior High class will no longer meet on Sunday mornings but instead at a new time and 
will have a completely new format. 

· Sunday School is exciting all the time.  All the ti me, Sunday School is exciting!  

Young at Heart News 
 
The Karaoke get-together for July was a huge 
success.  About 30 people had lunch at the 
American Legion hall and enjoyed the star 
performances of the karaoke singers.  Thanks so 
much to Ron and Eddie Albani for coordinating a 
fun and memorable event!  
 
Mark your calendars for an Old Fashioned 
Barbecue 
 
On Thursday, August 14 at 12:00 noon,  the 
Seteras will be hosting a pot-luck BBQ at their 
home.  Bring a dish to pass and any outdoor 
games that you have. 
A sign up sheet will be posted on the kiosk. 
 
A look ahead to fall shows a YAH outing to 
Frankenmuth in October. Stay tuned. 

Bind Us Together  to Begin Meeting 
 
Bind Us Together, a group for women who 
have lost their husbands will begin meeting on 
Tuesday, August 19th at 5pm.  Bring a “sack 
supper” for this meaningful fellowship.  If you 
have questions, please call Susan McComb at 
695-1944 
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KUDOS to HSLC’s Own  
 
Dear Pastor Stenke, 
 
The National Association of Letter Carriers has just completed its sixteenth annual drive.  The 
incredible support given to the Food Bank of Eastern Michigan by the NALC resulted in over 
139,000 pounds of food to help the less fortunate who surround us and often go unnoticed. 
 
This enormous undertaking could not be done without the drive and determination of Mr. Alex 
Murray.  He has spearheaded the letter carriers for several years and made this a personal mission.  
In recognition of his dedication and seemingly tireless effort, the Food Bank of Eastern Michigan is 
providing a Mobile Food Pantry in the name of Alex and Sylvia Murray to Holy Spirit Lutheran 
Church. 
 
The 22 counties the Food Bank of Eastern Michigan serves are facing uncertain economic times 
and with that are experiencing increased demand for food products.  The NALC drive was a huge 
success and encouraging support for the Food Bank of Eastern Michigan shows immense 
dedication to the cause against hunger. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kathleen Payton, 
Food Bank of Eastern Michigan 
 
Way to go Alex!  Your hard work means that Holy Spirit Lutheran Church will have an extra Mobile 
Food Pantry this year at no cost to us.  Thank you on behalf of the Congregation of HSLC and the 
people we are able to help by your accomplishment.  

Building and Site Committee Update 
 
The committee has met several times, including receiving input from other areas of congregational 
leadership.  Now it is your turn to provide feedback.  A preliminary Master Plan of our Church’s 
property is posted on the bulletin board near the kitchen in the Fellowship area.  This plan illustrates 
many possibilities as to how we could expand and develop the property God has provided for us to 
manage.  We are currently in the “dreaming” stages and the Committee is seeking your input re-
garding this plan, likes and dislikes, additions or deletions, should do or shouldn’t do, etc.  Feedback 
forms are provided below the plan for your use in providing comments and/or sketches for the Com-
mittee to consider.  We respectfully request that the plan not be written on.  The Committee’s next 
meeting is August 5th and we will be reviewing the comments received to date.  Your comments are 
always welcome throughout this process.  The Committee’s goal is to have a more solidified Master 
Plan to present to the Church Council and the Congregation later this year. 
 
In Service to Christ 
Phil Holmblade – Committee Chair  
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Finance Report 
 
 

 
 
Notes: 

* YTD expenses include adding $7,000 to the Church’s Operating Fund. 
The YTD income includes $3,500 from the building fund and $5,000 from the ELCA for new staff 

positions. 
The year 2007 surplus of $13,000 has been budgeted to cover any 2008 deficits up to $13,000. 

 
Cash Balances: 
 
December 31, 2007  $110,000  (Citizens Bank and Merrill Lynch) 
            $38,600      $71,400 
 
July 28, 2008   $115,300 (Citizens Bank and Merrill Lynch) 
             $48,000    $67,300 

  YTD 7/28/2008 YTD Budget Annual Budget 
Income      170,400    166,000      301,000 

Expenses *      171,400    174,000      301,000 

Surplus/Deficit        -1,000       -8,000             0 
(30 weeks)       

Softball Championships 
 
Its not too late to earn the title “Bleacher 
Creature.”  The HSLC Saints have a game 
Tuesday, August 4th at Goodrich Field vs 
Lakeview Community Church.  Then, be sure 
watch the championship games August 11th-
12th.  Check the schedule on the kiosk for 
details. 

Bring Back the Sparkle in Your Marriage  
 
Why not take a break from the daily routine that 
can really improve communication with your 
spouse and build the closeness and intimacy of 
your relationship.  A Lutheran Marriage Encounter 
Weekend gives you a chance to talk and listen to 
that special someone who loves you more than 
anyone else!  A bonus is a weekend that you don’t 
have to cook, hassle the kids or worry about the 
other distractions of daily living.  If that sounds 
good to you, register for the next Weekend 
scheduled for October 17-19 in the Birch Run-
Frankenmuth area.  2009 Weekends are set for 
March 6-8 in Lansing, April 24-26 in Port Huron 
and October 16-18 in Auburn Hills.  Register Early; 
a place on the Weekend cannot be guaranteed 
after four weeks prior to the date of the event. 
 
To register or receive brochures and more 
information, contact Pastor Will and Danielle 
Stenke at 810-694-1240 or 
pastorwill@holyspiritlc.net. 



                                      
                                    Please feel free to contact Sally Piggott with any questions (or ideas!) you may have  
                                                                               Home: 603-0260, Cell: 394-6948, piggott48439@aol.com  

HSLC      
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH  
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August 1 st-3rd: Lake City, Michigan … Up North Weekend! 
Gracious hosts, Dan & Michelle Traynor, have invited high school youth to a weekend 
get-away!  See Sally or Michelle for additional details. 

Find Your Fit: Book  Chat continues 
Grand Blanc Starbucks – 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

Date Facilitator  Topic  

Tuesday, Aug. 5 Pastor Will Values 

Tuesday, Aug. 12 (volunteer needed) Passions 

Wednesday, August 6th – 6:30 p.m. 
National Gathering informational meeting with Pastor Will.   
Parents and students are encouraged to attend a fact-finding  
meeting.  Come and learn more!  We’ll begin laying out our  
plans to attend the ELCA’s National Youth Gathering in  
New Orleans next July.  In order to secure our spots, we’ll  
want to take advantage of early registration in September.   

Hats off to Sandy Willoughby for sharing her camping know-
how and co-chaperoning our trip.  We’re appreciative of the  
congregation’s prayer support as Bass Lake vets Eric, Briana &  
Melanie show rookie chaperones Sandy and Sally how to enjoy  
this festival weekend at MichiLuCa where participants from all 

over Michigan will enjoy camping, lots of live music, and great inspirational speakers.  Many thanks also 
to All Saint’s Church for letting us camp along with them and share in their experience. 

August 23:  
Food Distribution 
Plan to volunteer!   
Watch 
announcements for 
more info. 

August 24: Lake Chemung Resort 
Confirmation  & Senior High – RESCHEDULED!  
Attend early service and leave for Howell immediately afterward.  $5/
person or $10/ family pays for lunch.  Brings suits and towels to swim in 
pool or lake, enjoy putt-putt, basketball, tennis, shuffle board and bocce 
ball.  Thank you Willoughby’s for arranging this outing and especially 
Briana’s grandma for letting us be her guests!  A sign-up sheet will be 
posted on our bulletin board and maps to the resort will be provided. 
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                                    Music Notes 
 
 
As usual the summer is speeding by, it is never long enough and it doesn’t seem 
possible that I am writing the August newsletter now.  

At church we are in the midst of VBS right now. The kids are having a great time and the adults are 
enjoying themselves too.  It has been a wonderful week of pirates, crafts, music and games. What a 
wonderful group of kids and adult helpers we have in our church family at Holy Spirit. Just to be 
there every night and see the kids singing and having a great time, to fellowship with the other 
adults there and to realize the time and work that went into presenting this VBS is a wonderful thing 
to me.  
 
I thank God for the Holy Spirit church family. 
 
One of the songs we are singing in VBS this week is  “Seek Ye First.”  The song encourages us to 
seek God and His kingdom first in our lives and then “all these things will be added unto you.”  Our 
lives are very busy, but God says if we put Him first He will take care of us in all areas of our lives.  
As you are planning your fall schedules keep in mind the possible ways we can seek God and His 
Kingdom by offering our time and talent to Him.  There are many opportunities both inside the 
church and outside in the world, but consider helping us to grow our music program by either you or 
your child or both being a part of it. Here is our schedule for the fall, think about either you or your 
child or both joining a choir or playing an instrument. 
 
Adult Choir rehearses Thursday from 6:30-8:00 P.M. and will begin rehearsing again on August 28th 
to prepare for Rally Day on September 7th. They will then continue to rehearse from 6:30-8:00 on 
Thursday evenings 
 
The children’s choirs will again be divided into two groups. This year we are going to divide them 
differently. Sonburst Ringers and Singers will be pre-K-1st grade, Kids Ring and Sing will be 2nd 
grade -5th grades. Both groups will continue to meet on Wednesday evening between 6:30-7:00. 
The Youth Choir which encompasses grades 6th-10th will begin rehearsing on Sunday September 
14th at 5:00 P.M.  before confirmation.  
 
If you are interested in playing an instrument as a soloist or part of an instrumental group, singing in 
any of the choirs, singing on the worship team or singing a solo or with a small ensemble please 
contact me at jpike49@comcast.net or 655-6764 
 
I hope you all enjoy the rest of the summer and come back in the fall refreshed and ready to offer up 
your service to God in His church. You don’t need to be a great talent; you just need to be willing.  
 
Yours in Christ,  
Jean Pike 
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As a way of introducing myself, I wanted to find a way to explain the new Director of Connecting 
Ministries position at Holy Spirit.  As a result, I came across a great resource to help me…the ever-
popular Webster’s Dictionary! 
 
So, for instructional purposes, my job is literally defined as follows: 
 
Director  – a person that guides by advice, helpful information and instruction. 
Connecting  – to establish a rapport or relationship; relate. 
Ministries  – a group(s) that serves as an agency of Christ (I added that!). 
 
Summed up, this position is responsible for establishing and guiding a relationship between the 
service agencies (ministries) and the people within our congregation, through advice, helpful 
information and instruction. 
 
I am looking forward to guiding each of you (old and new members) towards the opportunities that 
would use, or help you discover your gifts and passions and get you connected here at Holy Spirit. 
 
In that regard I plan on using this space, here in The Flame, to keep you informed of the various 
happenings within our congregation and thereby, hopefully, getting and keeping us all connected 
with Christ and with one another.  These are the ties that bind! 
 
Your Connection in Christ, 
 
Michelle Traynor 
 
653-5983 
connectingministies@holyspirit.net 
 

 

 

The Connection Corner 

Upcoming Opportunities: 
 
Keep your eyes and ears open for the Ministry Fair  on 
Sunday, September 28 .  This is an event that will 
showcase all of the different ministries within our 
congregation, through a job fair type atmosphere.  All 
the ministry leaders will be in charge of their own 
booths, we need volunteers to help coordinate 
decorations and advertising.  This is a short term 
commitment; please contact Karen Michelson to get 
connected with this one-time event! 



 
 
8/1 Wilson Cronk 
8/4 Michael Brooks 
8/5 Tracy Sarsfield 
8/6 Cathy Ireland 
8/7 Paula Weible 
8/9 Janet McGillis 
8/10 Barb Shaffer 
8/10 Rhonda Utter 
8/14 Bob Ranta  
8/15 Joan Shears 
8/16 Trent McEntire 
8/16 Annsley Metz 
8/16 Ashley Metz 
8/16 Savannah Steward 
8/17 Danielle Stenke 
8/17 Laurie Tucker 
8/19 Douglas Byrd 
8/20 Addie Benning 
8/20 Kim Houle 
8/21 Valerie Piggott 
8/22 Chris Shears 
8/23 James Bandy 
8/25 Tammy Schild 
8/25 Ryan Utter 
8/26 John Peterson 
8/26 Jeri Steward 
8/27 Sherry Sproul 
8/31 Mary Tucker 
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8/1  Paul and Sue Smith 
8/9  Douglas and Nancy Byrd 
8/12 Terry and Lisa Katzur 
8/13 John and Sally Neil 
8/18 Richard and Jeri Steward 
8/19 Phillip and Pama Holmblade 
8/21 Greg and Danielle Hamman 
8/21 Jeff and Jennifer McKay 
8/28 Tom and Peggy Hunt 
8/29 Alan and Amy Cochran 
8/31 Ken and Addie Benning 

2008 CROP WALK UPDATE 
 
This year’s Crop Walk is scheduled for Sunday, October 
12th starting at Father Bush Activity Center and following the 
established route through Indian Hills Subdivision in Grand 
Blanc.  It’s not too early to get this on your calendar for this 
Fall.  The Walk’s recruiters informational meeting will be 
held on September 6th at Holy Family Catholic Church be-
ginning at 10:00 AM until 11:15 AM.  This in an opportunity 
for anyone who has an interest in serving in a deeper role or 
wants to learn more about what CROP is all about in our 
area.  For more information regarding this year’s event or 
the upcoming meeting, please contact Phil Holmblade at 
810.869.2904 or holmblade@comcast.net.  You may also 
go to Church World Services website for more information 
on CROP around the world, www.churchworldservice.org. 

Thank You from FISH 
 
To the Congregation of Holy Spirit Lutheran Church: 
 
Thank you so much for your generosity and support of our 
mission.  Your donation of food is especially appreciated 
during these hard times.  With your help we are able to 
continue assisting the needy in Grand Blanc. 
 
May God bless you all. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Debby Bourke 
FISH of Grand Blanc  

Congratulations  
 
We celebrated two Baptisms in July.  Austin Stone received 
the sacrament of Baptism on July 13th and Jack Johnson 
was received into the Community of Christ on July 20th.  As 
a congregation, we are blessed to have them and delight in 
watching them grow in God. 
 
Best wishes to Mike and Nicole Lipka on their recent  
nuptials.  The wedding took place on July 26th. 
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HOLY SPIRIT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
7234 FENTON RD.  GRAND BLANC, MI  48439 

OFFICE:  (810)  424-6707 
Website: www.holyspiritlc.net 
Email: info@holyspiritlc.net 

 
 8:00 am  Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 
10:30am Blended Worship with Holy Communion 
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