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Finally, I would like to thank Pastor Will for all the hard work and spiritual guidance he provided, and thanks to Pastor 
Phil Hemke for being our Consecration Sunday team leader. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Bob Ranta 
Consecration Sunday Chairman  

Congratulations, Holy Spirit Lutheran Church!  God richly blessed us this year through the New Consecration Sun-
day stewardship education program, which began in early October and concluded on November 16th with the Conse-
cration Sunday Worship Service and Celebration Luncheon.  Not only did the giving in our congregation grow during 
a time of economic uncertainty and upheaval, but this program also focused our attention on OUR need to give back 
to God for our own spiritual benefit, rather than focusing on the church budget needed for 2009. 
 
Thanks to many wonderful leaders, this program was a wonderful process.  Our worship services featured insightful 
and compelling sermons, as well as thought-provoking personal testimonials from individual members.  Each week, 
our attention was drawn back to the question: “what is God calling me to do?  And how can I respond to this call in 
times like these?”  Each sermon, letter, article and personal testimonial provided additional information and opportu-
nities for us to think about these questions.  This process culminated on November 16th, when we completed our es-
timate of giving cards and presented them to God. 
 
It is our privilege to present the following summary concerning the generous faith based pledges we have received 
from the congregation thus far: 
 
As a result of your faithful commitment to God and this ministry, the amount of money pledged for 2009 is twelve 
percent, $28,000, over last year.  It is amazing to see such an increase in a difficult economic climate.  This increase 
is due in large part to the fact that 71% of our pledging units increased their pledge over last year. The total amount 
pledged for 2009 is $248,000, while last year at this point our pledges were at $220, 000.  Thanks be to God!  
 
These generous, faith-based commitments will enable our Director of Finance, Paul Wenstrom, and the Finance 
Committee to begin developing an enhanced spending support plan for 2009 immediately.  Our congregation is truly 
blessed, and we have much to celebrate. 
 
I would also like to give special thanks where it is due and that means recognizing the terrific “Consecration Sunday” 
team that worked so hard to make this stewardship education program as meaningful as possible.  Thank you to: 

Dan Traynor 
Jean Ott 

Mark Tucker 
Joyce Rice 

Paul Wenstrom 
Karen Michelson 

Terry Katzur 
Marci Johnson 
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SOLD! 
National Youth Gathering Benefit Auction 
February 14 th 
Do you own a business and have a product to 
donate?  Do you provide a service of value to 
others?  What about unused sports or concert 
tickets?  Can you act as auctioneer? Over the 
next two months, the NYG fund raising 
committee is seeking biddable products and/or 
services to be donated to our benefit auction.  
We’re asking folks to think creatively about 
something to contribute that would be of value 
to others.  Look for a sign-up sheet on the NYG 
bulletin board. Don’t forget to mark your 
calendars and bring your loved one to get in on 
the fun that day as well.  Please see Lori Ross 
or Sandy Willoughby if you have questions. 

Bring Christ Back into Christmas:  
Discovering the Gift of God’s Presence 
 
The Happiest Season of the Year is upon us, and yet, many people are struggling to be happy and 
merry this year.  Whether they are dealing with a great deal of stress, anger, frustration, or fear, 
people are certainly looking at Christmas differently this year.  In a year when buying gifts for those 
we love can be difficult, God comes to us and gives us the gifts we really need– the REAL gifts of 
Christmas.  In these uncertain times, we need to ask ourselves what Christmas is really about.  
What are the gifts that we really need, rather than the ones we merely want?  At Holy Spirit, we will 
explore that question throughout December.  As you prepare for Christmas this year, join us as we 
explore the Real Presents of God in Jesus Christ. 
 

The REAL Gifts of Christmas 

 
 
Christmas is a time for families to share presents, signs of our love and affection, with one another.  
As a church family, we will come and share God’s gifts with one another.  I hope that I will be able to 
celebrate this season with each of you.  Come home to God’s house and get ready to receive the 
Greatest Gift of all – God’s loving presence in your lives. 
 
May the Peace of Christ be with you all! 
 

Nov. 30 Real Confidence for the Future 
Dec. 7 Real Comfort for the Hurting 
Dec. 14 Real Healing for a Messed-Up World 
Dec. 21 Real Plans for Making Things Right 
Dec. 24 Real Presents: God’s Greatest Gift 

Dec. 28 Real Gifts for the King 

October Attendance  
 

  Early  Late 
 
2007  41  189 
 
2008  38  170 
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Hanging of the Greens 
December 3, 7:00pm 
Do you decorate your home 
for the holidays?  Are there 
traditions that you use to 
welcome the holiday 
season?  Join us as we 
decorate the sanctuary for 
the season, while we also learn about the 
meaning of the different decorations and 
symbols.  Also, bring one of your family’s 
Christmas ornaments to place on the Holy 
Spirit “Family” Christmas tree – a great symbol 
of the way we are all a family in Christ.  As the 
year’s progress, we can watch our tree fill up 
with ornaments as our “family” at HSLC grows. 
This service is a great way to keep our focus 
where it needs to be this season.  

Food Bank Ornaments Available  
Starting in December, buy a food bank ornament 
for 1 dollar, and your money will buy 14 dollars 
worth of food to feed the hungry in our 
community.  Each dollar we raise will go toward 
our mobile food distributions next year.  See the 
table in the narthex. 

Advent Services – A Family’s Chance 
to Prepare for Christmas 
Wednesdays in December 6:45pm 
Join us on Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm  
beginning in December for a brief order of 
worship that will help us all to prepare for the 
coming of Jesus.  Each worship service will 
feature music from our choirs, readings,  
Advent carols, and a drama.  

Holiday Worship Opportunities 

Sound the Bells:  A Christmas Program 
December 21, 10:00am 
Invite your friends and family to join us for a very 
special Children’s Christmas Program that will 
help us to prepare for Christmas.  Through bells 
and banners, readings and carols, the sound of 
different bells will move us from anxiously waiting 
to jubilantly celebrating the coming of Jesus, our 
new-born King. 

Christmas Eve Services  
December 24 
Mark your calendars now, this year’s Christmas 
Eve services will be at 4:30pm, 6:00pm, and 
10:00pm.  The 4:30pm service will be specifically 
targeted at young families, with a shorter more 
interactive format and a longer time for children.  
Services at 6:00 and 10:00pm will be Candlelit 
services with Communion.  
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Youth Quake – January 9-11 
 
From January 9-11, youth and adults from 
HSLC will be attending Youth Quake, a 
Lutheran youth gathering for middle school age 
youth.  During the weekend, students will listen 
to inspirational speakers and participate in 
worship led by excellent Christian bands.  In 
addition, students will experience Bible studies, 
enjoy motivational speakers and exciting 
musicians, attend workshops, and have fun 
during free time at the pool.  

Caroling at the Nursing Home 
December 14, 5:45 pm 
All confirmation youth and their families are 
welcome to join us as we carol at an area 
nursing care center.  After we have brightened 
some spirits with our singing, we will go back to 
the church to share some cookies and cider. 

Confirmation Schedule for December 
December 7   Theme/Learning Event 
December 14  Caroling – meet at church at 
                         5:45pm 
December 21   Theme/Learning Event  

YOUNG AT HEART 
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PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE ON THE BULLETIN BOARD IF YOU WILL BE ATTENDING.  

Confirmation News 
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Book of Faith Study      NEW STUDY!!    6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
              Every Wednesday w/dinner (only 3 weeks)        Future Dates: Dec. 3, Dec. 10, Dec. 17 
 
Women of the Spirit Bible Study  Stand alone monthly studies on Ruth         10:00 am - 11:00 am    
       Second Tuesday of the month  Future Dates:  Nov. 10, Dec. 9, Jan. 13 

 The Connection Corner 
Michelle Traynor     connectingministries@holyspiritlc.net          (810) 653-5983 
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L-Point Warming Center Boosters  NEW GROUP!!          Contact:  Stacy Reynolds 
  Group will work with churches in our cluster on a community mission project. 
 

New Member Class   Keep an   out!   Class will meet in January 
 

Financial Peace University    Series of financial/spiritual studies Beginning in January  
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Christian Education   Pat Ranta  (810) 629-1422 
Worship Board   Jan Wenstrom  (810) 636-2800 
Youth Ministries   Sally Piggott  (810) 603-0260 
Church Property   Jeff Watson  (810) 694-2191 
Congregational Care   Mark Reese  (810) 629-3501 
Music     Jean Pike  (810) 655-6764 
Outreach    Karen Michelson (810) 232-6583 

Holy Spirit (both the church & the One in the Trinity) 

Needs You! 

 

Bible Study Facilitators - Facilitating a study is a great way to learn 
more about the Bible and your faith, and you do not have to have all the 
answers!  Please prayerfully consider this rewarding opportunity and 
contact Michelle Traynor even if you just have questions, or concerns!  
You might be surprised how easy it can be! 
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L-Point Warming Center Q and A: 
 
Q: What is a warming center? 
A: Unlike a traditional homeless shelter, a warming center 

does not close its doors at a certain time.  It is open all 
night, so that those who don’t make it to the shelter before 
it closes will have a place to get shelter from the weather 
and something to eat. 

 
Q: What does “L-Point” stand for? 
A: In science, a “Lagrange” or “L-Point” is a stable place in 

orbit.  It also stands for “Lutherans Serving the Least, the 
Last and the Lost.”   

  
Q: What will visitors to L-Point get? 
A: A warm welcome, a warm place, something to eat and restroom facilities.  There are no 

actual beds, since it is not long term shelter, and there are no showers.   
 
Q: Who will be responsible for running L-Point? 
A: L-Point is a united mission of the Flint Cluster of ELCA churches.  Each congregation will 

contribute in many ways according to their talents and resources.  However, Holy Spirit is the 
largest church in the cluster and is growing rapidly, and has taken on a leadership role within 
the cluster.  As such, HSLC will be instrumental in providing leadership and direction. 

 
Q: How will the cluster churches work together on t he L-Point mission? 
A: Each congregation will have an L-Point booster team.  A representative from each cluster will 

meet with the other representatives to form a Board of Directors, which will make decisions 
on fundraising efforts, policies and direction.  Each member will then take those issues back 
to their group for implementation within the congregations. 

 
Q: Who will staff L-Point during hours of operation ? 
A: A paid off duty police officer will work at L-Point at all times.  In addition, volunteers will staff 

the center and perform duties such as registering visitors, serving food and straightening up 
in the morning. 

 
Q: When will L-Point open? 
A: The only obstacle we face at this time is lack of funding.  We will not open until all funding is 

in place, since it would be wrong to begin offering a service to the homeless and then have to 
close it down. 

 
Q: How can I help? 
A: Volunteer to work at the center.  Help procure items we need to set up the facility.  Come to 
 the fundraisers-and spread the word about them.  Make a financial contribution.  Share your 
 ideas and connections.  Support us in prayer.  
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HSLC 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH  
 
 

Camp-in-aBox Thank you! 
Frigid temperatures didn’t deter five bold teens from willingly experiencing the  
deprivation that accompanies homelessness.  This event successfully raised  
awareness of the plight of those less fortunate.  We went away more grateful for  
our privileged lives and thankful to the many folks who helped make this activity possible.   
 

Bible Study  
In the absence of a special senior high Bible study this month, please consider joining your parents for the Book of 
Faith study on Wednesday nights.  Contact Michelle Traynor if interested.  We’ll be seeking ideas for a study of our 
own to kick off 2009.  Please share your ideas and areas of Biblical interest! 
 

Movie Night at the Langer’s: Dec. 19 – 7:00 p.m. 
All high school youth are invited to watch the movie “Midnight Clear” at the Langer’s.  Pizza, popcorn, chips & pop will 
be provided.  What a great way to unwind and celebrate the beginning of our winter break from school.  Look for a 
sign-up sheet on the senior high bulletin board.  For more information on this holiday movie of hope, you can search a 
review at Blockbuster.com 

 

Michigan Gathering: Dec. 27-30 
Forms from all participants should be in by now.  Final payments are due December 7th.  Keep 
on top of what’s going on at the Gathering by frequently visiting the website at migathering.org 

    

National Youth Gathering 
A schedule of fund raising events is on the NYG bulletin board (first board on the left down the classroom hallway).  
Please note the adopted statement of account distribution based on youth or parent participation in our fund raising 
efforts.   
 

Auction: February 14 
It’s not too early to begin soliciting businesses for donations of products or services for our auction.  We’re hoping this 
event will be one of our most successful fund raisers.   
 

Gift Wrapping: Dec. 6 & 7 at Genesee Valley Mall (n oon-9pm) 
This unique opportunity will allow us to keep all funds earned while providing a valuable service to busy shoppers.  
Donations of gift wrap, boxes, ribbons and bows are appreciated! 
 

“Celebrity” Scoopers at Coldstone: Sunday, Dec. 14 (1pm-4pm) 
We all scream for ice cream!  Bring friends and family out for an afternoon treat after church.  Pastor Will and Sunday 
School teachers will load up your sundae just the way you like it.  A percentage of all sales during this time will be 
donated to our NYG group fund.   
 

 
Please feel free to contact Sally Piggott with any questions (or ideas!) you may have J 

December 2008 
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12/02 Dwight Bobo 
12/07 Stacey Jameson 
12/10  Alyssa Cleary 
12/10 Kari Robinson 
12/12 Marcia Johnson 
12/14 Jayden Loney 
12/15 Catherine Geiser 
12/15 Jaimi Hegenauer 
12/15 Erich Vogel 
12/16 Nanette Hudson 
12/16 Jamie Peterson 
12/17 Louise Grandy 
12/19 Ian Gregg 
12/19 Kristine Kuerbitz 
12/20 Elizabeth Seavey 
12/21 Michelle Loney 
12/23 Rachel Langer 
12/25 Mark Schild 
12/31 Jill Kondel  

 
 
 
 
12/01 Clay and Sandy Willoughby 

5������

 
 
 
 
 
ENI Cliff Cleary 
ACB-2 SEABEES 
CAMP DELTA 
APO AE 09331 
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HOLY SPIRIT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
7234 FENTON RD.  GRAND BLANC, MI  48439 

OFFICE:  (810)  424-6707 
Website: www.holyspiritlc.net 
Email: info@holyspiritlc.net 

 
 

 8:30 am  Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 
 
10:00am Blended Worship with Holy Communion/Children’s  
  Sunday School 
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