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THE  NEWSLETTER  OF  HOLY  SPIRIT  LUTHERAN   CHURCH 

       February 2009  “Celebrating and Living God’s Message”  

Resolutions to Make Changes 
 
How are those New Year’s resolutions coming?  Throughout January, many people have been 
working very hard on keeping their New Year’s resolutions, only to find that come February the 
changes are difficult to sustain.  Whether you are going strong or struggling to start, change is 
possible, and even in some cases necessary. 
 
Throughout the month of February, we will be talking in worship about the call to follow Jesus.  
As Christian people, we join the disciples in following Jesus, a task that will mean that we will 
need to make changes, sometimes major ones, in our lives.  The disciples left their homes and 
families, work places and incomes, religious dogmas and traditions behind them when they 
answered Jesus’ call.  What might we need to leave behind?  What in our lives might we need 
to change? 
 
Making changes in our lives is not such a new and radical thing to people who have made 
resolutions to eat less, exercise more, spend less money, or do more as a family.  All of these 
resolutions require a great deal of change in our habits and lifestyles, but we do them because 
we know that the changes will help us to live better.  The changes Jesus calls us to make will 
also improve our lives, giving us the life we always wanted.    Over the next 4 weeks, we will 
spend time looking at how we can move toward having the life we always wanted. 

 
When we practice following Jesus in how we live our lives, we can begin to experience life in a 
new and better way, but to do so will take work and discipline.  Specifically, it will take our 
practicing some spiritual disciplines that will draw us closer to God. 
 
Transformation is never an easy process, and following Jesus is no exception.  At times, the 
changes we need to make will seem to be too great, the habits too unfamiliar, the sacrifices to 
intrusive, but the end result is well worth the effort.  Having a closer walk with God can change 
the entire way we view the world, and it can bring us a peace and security the world can 
neither understand nor replicate.  It is possible to have the life you’ve always wanted.  Join us 
this month as we make a journey of transformation. 
 
God’s Peace! 
Pastor Will 

January 25 Transformation – Morphing into the form Jesus desires 

February 1 Training vs. Trying – Can we ever get it right? 

February 8 The Discipline of Celebration – Can we live free? 

February 15 The Discipline of Slowing – Can we slow down? 

February 22 The Discipline of Prayer – Can we ask God to help? 
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Photos Wanted 
 
So we might be able to better get to know each 
and every one of our Holy Spirit family, the 
Outreach Ministry is seeing pictures of all our 
members.  Perhaps you have a favorite vacation 
picture, individual snapshot or family Christmas 
picture that you could share with us.  We will 
display them alphabetically on bulletin boards 
throughout the church.  You may drop them in 
the box on the table across from the church 
office.  We will return them.  Thank you for 
helping us with this project. 

Thank You  
 
I want to thank you so much for all your cards 
and for your support.  A special thanks to 
Pastor Will for being there for Bob. 
 
God Bless, 
Norma Roberts  

CHRISTIAN ED 2009 
 
Christian Ed continues to provide many oppor-
tunities for all ages. 
 
Pre-K through 5th grade continues to be taught 
by Briana Willoughby, Lonnie Moore, Melanie 
Piggott and Bailey Neubecker.  Thank you to 
our teacher assistants for January, Michelle Lo-
ney, Diane Gregg, Courtney Utter, Nicole Bal-
lard-Lipka  and Tammy Schild. 
 
The Junior High-Confirmation students con-
tinue to meet with Pastor every other Sunday at 
6pm at church. 
 
On January 21, the High School students will 
begin meeting weekly on Wednesdays at 6:30 
following the 6pm dinner.  They will discuss 
topics from the book “Checklist for Life for 
Teens”. 
 
Adults can choose to join the Financial Peace 
University class starting Wednesday, Feb 4 
from 6:30-8:30 or the Book of Faith study of the 
Lord’s Prayer on Wednesdays after the Lenten 
services. Look for more details on the An-
nouncements page of the bulletin. 
 
The Women of the Spirit Bible Study continues 
to meet the second Tuesday of each month 
from 10-11am.  Mark Feb. 10 on your calendar 
and join us for coffee and an informal study. 
 
CHRISTIAN ED IS GOOD ALL THE TIME 
ALL THE TIME, CHRISTIAN ED IS GOOD!  

Dear Members of Holy Spirit, 
 
The Salem congregation thanks you for the many 
ways you have partnered with Salem during the 
past year:  With the food and clothing give away, 
with the opportunity to be a warming center and 
most recently with the financial assistance as a 
Mission Partner.  Salem is moved by your 
continuous generosity and assistance as we 
reach out to more people in need in the Flint 
community. 
 
In Christ, 
The Congregation of Salem Lutheran Church 
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Bible Puzzle  
Can you find the names of 25 books of the 
Bible in this paragraph?  This is a most 
remarkable puzzle. 
Someone found it in the seat pocket on a 
flight from Los Angles to Honolulu, keeping 
himself occupied for hours.  One man in 
Illinois worked on this while fishing from his 
johnboat.  Roy Clark studied it while playing 
his banjo.  Elaine Victs mentioned it in her 
column once.  One woman judges the job to 
so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help 
calm her nerves.  There will be some names 
hat are really easy to spot…that’s a fact.  
Some people will soon find themselves in a 
jam, especially since the book names are not 
necessarily capitalized.  The truth is, from 
answers we get, we are forced to admit it 
usually takes a minister or scholar to see 
some of them at the worst.  Something in our 
genes is responsible for the difficulty we 
have.  Those able to find all of them will hear 
great lamentations from those who have to be 
shown.  One revelation may help.  Books like 
Timothy and Samuel may occur without their 
numbers.  A punctuation or spaces in the 
middle are normal.  A chipper attitude will 
help you compete.  Remember, there are 25 
books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this 
paragraph.  

Put Yourself in “Their Place” 
 
We are scheduling volunteers to work at L-Point 
warming center, housed at Salem Lutheran 
Church, as hospitality staff. 
 
Join members of the other Flint cluster, ELCA 
churches, and members of the community as we 
serve the homeless and those without heat.  Since 
Police Officers will be providing security, 
volunteers can concentrate on welcoming visitors, 
giving them something to eat and helping them 
settle in and warm up.  Simple orientation and 
guidelines will be provided, that will keep 
operations running smoothly.  The center will be 
open from 9pm until 6am, every night through 
March, and will be staffed by at least 2 volunteers 
and a Police Officer. 
 
Don’t miss your opportunity to share the love of 
Christ with the least, the last and the lost as we 
serve this meaningful Mission. 
 
We also need people to provide a simple meal 
such as a pot of soup or sandwiches each 
evening. 
 
Contact Stacy Reynolds by calling the church 
office or at 810-471-8139.  

Confirmation Schedule 
 
Here is the confirmation class schedule for 
the coming weeks: 
Feb. 1  Fellowship Event - Super Bowl 
Party at the Traynors 
Feb. 8  Theme Event at church 
Feb. 15 No Class – Deadline for 
Confirmation Camp commitments 
Feb. 22 Theme Event at church 

Phil and Marty’s Excellent Retreat  
 
 March 20 - 22 
This March, we will be traveling to beautiful Camp 
Michi-Lu-Ca for a confirmation weekend retreat.  
We will join six other youth groups in studying the 
life and work or Martin Luther and the other re-
formers.  During our free time, we will enjoy the 
wonders of this great camp setting, even using the 
toboggan hill (weather permitting).  The cost for 
the trip is $75.00, and registration is due  February 
8. 



Lent 2009 
 

What is the season of Lent? 
The Christian church over the years 
has developed many traditions and 
rituals, which over time, can lose 
their meaning.  In order to under-
stand the seasons we observe as a 
church, it is appropriate to spend a 
few paragraphs explaining these 
seasons. 
 
The season of Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday, which falls on February 
25 and continues up to Easter  
Sunday.  As a season of the church 
year, it is a 40 day (not counting 
Sundays, which technically are not 
part of Lent) period of repentance 
and preparation for Good Friday and 
Easter.  The observance began as a 
way of understanding, and sharing, 
Jesus’ forty-day period of testing 
and temptation in the wilderness. 
 
Historically, it is a time when people 
would practice spiritual disciplines, 
such as prayer, confession, fasting, 
meditation, and self-denial.  You 
may be familiar with the practice of 
“giving things up” for Lent.  While 
useful as a form of self-denial and 
deepening of faith, “giving things up” 
is often used by people to lose 
weight, quit smoking, etc.  Many 
people now have changed the focus 
of Lenten disciplines by adding new 
spiritual habits to their daily routine, 
such as Bible Reading, meditation, 
journaling, or focused prayer.  
These spiritual practices can not 
only help us to focus on the ways 
that Jesus combated temptation  
during his wilderness times, but also 
help us to grow in our daily faith 
journeys.  Perhaps, you will consider 
adding something new to your  
spiritual routine for the 40 days of 
Lent this year. 

 

Worship Notes:  Lenten Observances 
Ash Wednesday Services 
February 25 is Ash Wednesday.  Come and join the rest of 
the congregation on this holy night as we prepare for our 
Lenten journey with a service of Holy Communion and the 
imposition of ashes.  The nursery will be open for children 
four and under. 
 
Midweek Lenten Services 
Come and take time out of your busy week for a few 
minutes of prayer, song and devotion.  Lenten midweek 
service are back, beginning March 4, and they will be 30 
minutes long and will start at 6:45pm.  Midweek services 
this year will be held in the sanctuary  T services will appeal 
to all ages, with a mixture of traditional and family-friendly 
music, videos, Scripture readings, and the participation of all 
the different choirs. 
 
Lenten Soup Suppers 
The Soup is On, and you are invited to share!  Soup 
suppers are a great part of our Lenten tradition, with a wide 
range of soups offered, as well as a great deal of time for 
fellowship.  A free will offering is taken up each night to help 
provide assistance through our Good Samaritan fund. 
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Open to all ages of the congregation. 
 
Help us design the Holy Spirit Lutheran Church logo!!!   
  
Simply sketch out your design on a white, letter size (8.5” x 
11”) piece of paper and submit your ideas, along with your 
name and contact information by Sunday, February 22. The 
chosen design(s) will be used for the church letterhead, 
business cards, signs, mugs, t-shirts, etc. 
  
Guidelines: Logos may be drawn by hand, printed/designed 
using a computer, anything goes.  Be sure to use and sub-
mit logo designs on letter size (8.5” x 11”) paper.  Submit as 
many designs as you like. 
 
Prizes (to be announced) will be awarded for chosen logos. 
 
Submissions: Logos may be submitted at the church office 
or emailed to info@holyspiritlc.net.   

 
Good Luck!!!! 
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“My heart, which is so full to overflowing, 
has often been solaced and refreshed by 
music when sick and weary.” - Martin 
Luther 
It is true that music can touch us in a 
special way. It is energizing because to 
sing or play an instrument we often need 
to breathe deeply or use our bodies 
physically. It is spiritually refreshing if we 
think on the words that we are singing and 
offer them as praise to God. 
Adults have often mentioned that they may come into a choir rehearsal tired and weary from the 
day, but they leave with their energy renewed.  
It is also rewarding to see the youth and children engaged in what we are learning in a rehearsal. To 
see them leave with a greater understanding of what the lyrics mean or just a smile and laughter 
when the rehearsal is over is energizing. 
The choirs and instrumentalists will now be learning music for Lent and Easter in addition to music 
for Sunday worship. Here is an overview of our choirs and instrumental groups, I encourage you to 
look at each group and see if there is a spot for you or someone else in your family. 
 
The Adult Choir  rehearses on Thursday evenings @ 6:30 and provides musical leadership to the 
hymns and songs sung by the congregation on Sunday. They also present an anthem every week, 
using a variety of styles from classical to contemporary. 
In addition to singing every Sunday this group prepares extra music for Christmas, Easter and other 
special programs. This is a non-audition group whose membership is open to adults who have a 
desire to praise God in song and are committed to being at rehearsals on a regular basis. 
 
The Youth Choir  meets every other Sunday evening @ 5:00. This group is open to any young 
person who is in grades 6-12 and  is interested in learning contemporary Christian music to present 
to the congregation. The requirements for being in the youth choir are a desire to praise God with 
music and a commitment to being at the rehearsals regularly. 
 
Kids Ring and Sing  is for children between the ages of 7 (2nd grade)  and 11 (5th grade) and meets 
Wednesday @ 6:30 P.M. The children learn songs that teach them about God’s love for them and 
their commitment to God as His children and as part of the family of God. 
 
SonBurst Ringers and Singers  is for children who are between 4 (pre-k) and 6 (1st grade) years 
old. They rehearse every Wednesday @ 5:45 P.M    In addition to singing songs about God’s love 
they also ring color-coded handbells. 
 
The Worship Band accompanies the congregational singing at the 10:00 service. This group 
rehearses on Wednesday evenings @ 7:30 and on Sunday mornings @ 9:30. 
 
If you are interested in giving glory to God through vocal or instrumental music please contact Jean 
Pike at music@holyspiritlc.net, jpike49@comcast.net or 810.655.6764  



 

HSLC 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH  
Michigan Gathering:  The church of tomorrow?  No ... the church of TODAY!  Our senior high 
youth are our every day HEROES!  Thanks for your enthusiasm, good humor and super-polite 
behavior at December’s Michigan Gathering - you rock!! Great job on the touching and heart-felt 
reflection sermon on January 18th. 

 
Christian Education-Feb. 4, 11 & 18:   We'll continue to meet weekly until Lent 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. (following 6:00 dinner) to discuss topics from the book 
"Checklist for Life for Teens."  As areas of interest are revealed to us, we'll use this 
as a springboard for more in-depth Bible studies.  All high-school aged youth are 
welcome to jump in at any time and encouraged to bring friends as well! 

 
SuperBowl Party for Confirmation & Senior High Yout h & their Families: Sunday, 
February 1st beginning at 5:00 p.m.hosted by the Traynor's.  See the sign up sheet on 
the senior high bulletin board.  

 
Five Bands & a Poet: Saturday, February 28 - $10/ticket 
St. Martin's in Marine City 
Doors open at 4pm, Concert 5-9pm, Refreshments until 10pm 
A sign-up sheet has been posted on the senior high bulletin board. 

 

National Youth Gathering 
Fundraising plans continue as we prepare for next summer’s trip to New Orleans! 
 
Bottle & Can Collection: BUURRRR its cold outside … so let us do the running for you! 
The National Youth Gathering fund raising team would greatly appreciate any pop cans and/or 
bottles that you would like to donate to help with funding for the trip.  As an added bonus, we will 
even come to your home at your convenience to pick up the cans and bottles. Sign up on the sheet 
posted on the NYG bulletin board so we can stop by and pick them up.  See Lori Ross for more 
information. 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  
Thicker Than Water: Christian rock concert hosted b y HSLC!  We’re  
setting a date for early March to have this talented band entertain our  
congregation and the community.  Look for more information soon. 
 
NYG Benefit Auction – NEW DATE! 
Our auction has been rescheduled for Saturday, April 25th.  If you’ve got a donation idea  
of a product or service that others would bid on, please see Bev. Langer. 

 
Please feel free to contact Sally Piggott with any questions (or ideas!) you may have  

Home: 603-0260, Cell: 394-6948, piggott48439@aol.com  
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Book of Faith Lenten Study  (See Below)   Time to be determined     (7 wks)           Wednesdays and/or Sundays 
 
Women of the Spirit Bible Study (NEW)  10:00 am-11:00 am     (Book of Esther)    Second Tuesday of the mth.  

The Connection Corner 
   Michelle Traynor  connectingministries@holyspiritlc.net (810) 653-5983 
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L-Point Warming Center Boosters                         Contact:  Stacy Reynolds 
         Group will work with churches in our cluster on a community mission project. 

Financial Peace University     Series of financial/spiritual studies     Beginning Monday, February 9th       
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Holy Spirit Ministries and their Directors (for mor e information call the church)………….. 
 
Discipleship Ministry (Gerry Setera) initiates and maintains programs to assist the Congregation in developing and growing 
each member’s commitment to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ, while also helping the Congregation to understand their role 
in spiritual and financial contributions to the church. 
Outreach Ministry  (Karen Michelson) is responsible for bringing the Gospel to all of God’s people, through marketing and 
promotion of the Congregation in the community.       
Christian Education Ministry  (Pat Ranta) plans and administers the Christian education program of the Congregation by de-
termining curriculum and policies, while recruiting, training and supervising the volunteer staff for all education programs, 
youth to adult. 
Worship Board (Jan Wenstrom) collaborates with the Pastor(s) in the spiritual welfare and deepening faith of the members of 
this Congregation, through a quality worship experience that reflects the beliefs and traditions of the ELCA. 
Youth Ministry  (Sally Piggott) works in partnership with the youth of the Congregation in the faith development and disciple-
ship of all young people in the congregation through worship, education, fellowship and service opportunities. 
Congregational Care Ministry (Mark Reese) oversees the general health and welfare of Congregation members, by providing 
spiritual, physical and medical assistance, when needed.  

Jesus said, “Pray then in this way,” 
Our Father Who Art in Heaven……. 
Many if not most of us have prayed this prayer for so long and so many times that we no longer think 
about the words—we just say them.  It is a short prayer; yet, asTertullian, a third-century theologian 
once declared, it is a summary of the whole gospel.  There is a lot of meaning packed into those ten 
lines, and it needs to be unpacked if the prayer is to be our roadmap on the journey into a deeper relationship with God 
through Jesus. 
 
 This, as we will discover through the Book of Faith Lenten Journey, is a radical prayer, a prayer that turns things upside 
down.”  During this Lenten journey we will follow some tried and true Lutheran methods for getting to the heart of what God 
has to say to us in the words of the Bible, through the Lord’s Prayer. 



Worship and Technical Arts News 
Over the past two years, a group of dedicated leaders has been reviewing our technical equipment 
in the Sanctuary, specifically the sound system and a proposed multi-media system with screens, 
projectors, and a video camera.  We have met with contractors and consultants, and we believe we 
have come up with some excellent plans to update our sanctuary for the needs of the next decade.  
Here are the highlights of the proposal: 
 

Sound System Upgrade and Repair 
The multimedia task force has completed its work, and they have recommended to the  
congregation council that the church’s sound system be repaired and upgraded.  The worship 
life of the congregation is one of our most important activities, and we all know the critical role 
that the sound system plays in making sure everyone can hear and participate in the service.  
Many components of our sound system have been in use for nearly 20 years, and they have 
reached the end of their usefulness and their ability to function.  In fact, some components 
are about to fail, leading us to have a sense of urgency in our work.  As a result, a consultant 
has recommended that we replace and reconfigure a number of aspects of our sound  
system, including fixing some problems from the previous installation of the system.  This 
work will only take a day or two, and we should not lose the use of the sanctuary during this 
time period. 
 
The funding for the sound system repairs and upgrades will be done through a special appeal 
to members, with the final cost of the repairs being approximately $4000. 
 
Multi-Media System 
The task force has also spent considerable time researching the best uses of multi-media in 
worship, and they have recommended that we also install video projectors and screens on 
the corners of the sanctuary, as well as the back wall.  These screens should not unduly take 
away from worship, but should instead enhance our worship.  In most worship services, the 
screens will allow us to: 

Display the lyrics of the songs and hymns we sing, 
Display Scripture readings, 
Show video clips on an occasional basis, 
Project our announcements before the service, 
Enable all to see close-up video images of baptisms as they occur, and 
Many other uses. 

In addition to the screens, we will also install a camera that can be used to record our  
services, particularly special events, which we can distribute to those who could not attend.  
The use of this new equipment will be phased in over the next year, and efforts will be made 
to use good-taste and discretion in its use. 
 
The cost of the multi-media system is approximately $16,000, and it is being considered due 
to a generous one-time, designated gift from a member, as well as restricted special capital 
funds.  Because of the generosity of members, we will be able to upgrade our worship  
technology to enhance our worship experience. 
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2/01  Ryan Bradley 
2/02 Ken Benning 
2/02 Judith Kreis 
2/02 Nathan Tucker 
2/03 Helen Erickson 
2/05 Sheryl Porter 
2/06 Jeff Watson 
2/07 Aaron Houle 
2/07 Trevor Houle 
2/09 Katherine Loutzenhiser 
2/11 Rob Porter 
2/13 Sally Neil 
2/14 Ella Beck 
2/14  Gage Jameson 
2/16 Julie Alley 
2/16 Heidi Hawley 
2/17 Toni Campbell 
2/19 Linda Clark 
2/19 Laura Wilkinson 
2/20 Susan McComb 
2/21 Norma Roberts 
2/22  Michael McGillis 
2/25 Devyn Ballard 
2/25 Lillian Kuerbitz 
2/26 Zana McEntire 
2/27 Rose Haney 
2/29 Casey Kondel  
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2/09 Cliff and Renee Cleary 
2/20 Warren and Marilyn Wildey  

New Member Orientation  
February 4 th, 11th & 18 th     6:30-7:30 
 
Are you interested in Exploring Membership at Holy Spirit?  
This three-session workshop is an invitation for participants 
to join the members of Holy Spirit on a journey of faith.  
This interactive session will help participants to explore the 
mission, vision, and beliefs of Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, 
discuss what church membership looks like, and discover 
ways to fit themselves and their families into our ministry.  

Did you know….? 
 
The linen cloth that covers the top of the altar is called a 
“fair linen.” It is symbolic of the cloth wrapped around Jesus 
at his death.  The smaller cloth that covers the communion 
bread is called a “corporal,” and is symbolic of the cloth that 
covered Jesus’ head. 
 
Watch for more interesting Altar Guild facts in up-coming 
issues of the Flame! 
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Fellowship Events Coming Your Way!! 
Mark Your Calendars!! 

 
Game Night: 

When: Saturday, February 21st   
Who: Adults Only 
Time: 7:00pm – 10:00pm 
Location: Church fellowship area 
Bring a munchie to share 
Look for a sign up sheet February 1st  

 
Soup Suppers: 
Soup Suppers will begin February 25th  (Ash Wednesday) and continue 
thru April 8th. If you would like to bring a big pot of soup one of these 
Wednesday’s, please look for the sign up sheets on February 1st. The 
sign up sheets will be located on the bulletin board near the kitchen.  
 
Progressive Dinner: 

When: Saturday, March 28th  
Who: Adults Only 
Time: 5:00pm start 
If you would like to host a hors d’oeuvre course or a salad 
course at your home, please let Jean Ott or Marci Johnson 
know. The main course and dessert will be held at church. 
Look for a sign up sheet March 1st  

 
Mother-Daughter Brunch: 

When: Saturday, May 9th 
Who: Mothers and Daughters of all ages! 
Time: 10:00am 
Location: Church 
Look for a sign up sheet April 12th  
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Worship  at Convalescent Centers  
Schedule  

 
Join us as we worship with the residents of local  
convalescent centers.  Services begin at 4:00 pm. 
 
February 1 Genesys Convalescent 
 
February 15 Genesys Convalescent 
 
March 1 Riverbend Convalescent 
 
April 5 (Palm Sunday)  Riverbend Convalescent 
 
April 19 Genesys Convalescent 

Your Goods Go On 
the Block  
HSLC Youth are holding 
an auction to raise 
money toward the Na-
tional Youth Gathering in 
New Orleans.  You can  
support them by donating 
an item or service to be 
bid on by others.  This is 
your opportunity to show-
case your services or  
donate unused items for 
a worthy cause.  Need 
ideas?  How about  
donating an afternoon of 
errand running that a 
busy person might bid 
on?  Or a homemade 
cake on a pretty stand? 
And that treadmill that is 
catching clothes could 
fetch big bucks for our 
youth.  Call Bev Langer 
to donate and come to 
the auction on April 25th.   

December Attendance  
 

  Early  Late 
 
2007  40  168 
 
2008  37  158 
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HOLY SPIRIT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
7234 FENTON RD.  GRAND BLANC, MI  48439 

OFFICE:  (810)  424-6707 
Website: www.holyspiritlc.net 
Email: info@holyspiritlc.net 

 
 
 

 8:30 am  Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 
 10:00am Blended Worship with Holy Communion 
 

 

THE FLAME 
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