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The Prayer at the Heart of Jesus’ Ministry

If you ever take time to just sit down and read the Gospels, what becomes quickly apparent is that Jesus spent a
great deal of time praying. Jesus prayed so much that there were times when the disciples would become very
upset with him for seeming to shirk his other responsibilities. Within this seeming conflict, there is a lesson to be
learned — prayer was a central priority for Jesus. Before he did anything else, Jesus prayed. Noticing this about
him, they also noticed the difference it made in his life. Maybe, they saw the way he seemed so in touch with his
father or the way he handled setbacks, conflicts, and difficult situations. Perhaps, it was the way he seemed to
have the right answers come to him. Whatever the reason, eventually, the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to
pray as he prayed. Prayer was at the heart of Jesus’ ministry, and they had learned how valuable it was for his
life.

The specific prayer that he taught them is the prayer that today we call, “the Lord’s Prayer”. Though it has gone
through many variations over the years, The Lord’s Prayer is Jesus’ prayer, graciously given to the disciples (and
to us) to teach us how to pray. While certain denominations may change the wording slightly, this is a prayer that
is said in the vast majority of Christian churches around the world. This is the church’s prayer. Like the disciples,
if we allow it to, it can also teach us how to pray.

The Lord’s Prayer is also a prayer that shows us the heart of Jesus for ministry to the world. “Your kingdom come
and your will be done”, Jesus teaches us to pray, reminding us that we pray for Jesus’ kingdom goals to be of
primary important to us, rather than our own selfish or short-sighted goals. The phrases of the Lord’s prayer teach
us about Jesus vision for our lives and our priorities, and as such, they can guide for us during this Lenten
season. The Lord’s Prayer, more than simply a prayer we recite together without thinking each week, can be a
tool to help us examine our hearts and lives in light of Jesus’ model.

Throughout our Lenten journey over the next 6 weeks, we will explore this wonderful prayer individually and
together. On Sundays, we will go through each petition in worship. For your personal study, there are devotional
books, which you can purchase, to help you go on a daily devotional journey through this prayer. In addition,
there will be group discussions on Sundays after the late service and Wednesdays after our Lenten service. Join
us as you are able and experience Jesus’ prayer, and his heart, anew.

Feb. 25 “Lord, teach us to pray in this way...”

Mar. 1 “Father in heaven, hallowed be your name”
Mar. 8 “Thy Kingdom Come”
Mar. 15 “Your will be done on earth as itis in fien”

Mar. 22 “Give us today our daily bread”

Mar. 29 “Forgive us our sins as we forgive...”

Apr. 9 “Save us from the time of trial”

Apr 10 “For the kingdom, the power and the glorg gours forever.”
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Rockin' the House ... of God!

Talented Christian rock artists Thicker Than
Water will be in the house on Saturday, March
7th at 7pm. Tickets on sale after both services
for only $6 in advance or $8 at the door. Come
on out for an uplifting and affordable evening of
great live music. Proceeds benefit the National
Youth Gathering.

Many thanks to the awesome local businesses
that acted as our sponsors:

Bogner Sound & Music

Swartz Funeral Home

Terry Allen Heating & Cooling

Freedom Home Inspections (owners
Tammy & Mark Schild)

Regional Medical Imaging

Fazoli's Italian Restaurant

Skaff Furniture & Carpet
Dawn’s Donuts/Blimpie Subs

Keep these generous donors in mind as you
shop for services you may need!

Early First Communion Workshop
Begins Monday March 11 at 4:30pm

Receiving Holy Communion for the first time is
an important milestone in the faith development
of a Christian. Holy Spirit offers young children
the opportunity to receive Holy Communion
once their parents believe they are ready to un-
derstand how special and important this meal is
for us. Children and their parents will attend a
series of Monday night workshops 3/11, 3/18,
3/25), during which participants will explore the
meaning of Holy Communion, the elements
used, its connection with Baptism, and the way
in which it is received. Children will receive
their first communion on Sunday, March 29. If
interested, please sign up on the Top Opportu-
nities Sheets, on the Kiosk in the Narthex or by
sending an email to Pastor Will at Pastor-
Will@holyspiritlc.net.

Opportunities to Serve

Genesys Convalescent Center Worship
Service

April 20 ™, 4:00pm

Come and join other members of Holy Spirit as
we bring worship and Holy Communion to the
residents of Genesys Convalescent Center,
located on Holly Rd by Cook Rd. Come to sing,
visit, and share a worship experience with those
who would love to have some company as they
worship.

Thrivent Builds / Habitat for Humanity

Volunteer Training and Kickoff,

Saturday April 12, 10am

Habitat for Humanity and Thrivent will be building
2 homes in Burton, off of Center Rd, this year.
We would love for everyone in our church to be a
part of their efforts. Join us for an important
training and inspirational meeting. Together we
can make a difference and bring hope to two
families. Helping someone earn quality housing,
puts skin on the Gospel!

Spring Food Distribution

April 4, 10:00am — 12:30pm

Join members of the Holy Spirit community in
handing out food to those in need through a
partnership with Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
and the Food Bank of Eastern Michigan. Help is
needed with registration, bagging food,
hospitality for volunteers, and carrying food to
recipient’s vehicles. All are welcome to help.
This is a great opportunity to involve the entire
family in service.

January Attendance

Early Late
2008 40 168
2009 42 138
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CHRISTIAN ED 2009

Christian Ed continues to provide many
opportunities for all ages.

Pre-K through 5™ grade continues to be
taught by Briana Willoughby, Lonnie Moore,
Melanie Piggott and Bailey Neubecker.
Thank you to our teacher assistants for
February, Michelle Loney, Diane Gregg,
Courtney Utter, Lisa Nash and Jeri Steward..

The Junior High-Confirmation students
continue to meet with Pastor every other
Sunday at 6pm at church.

The High School students have begun
meeting weekly on Wednesdays at 6:30
following the 6pm dinner. They are
discussing topics from the book “Checklist for
Life for Teens”.

The Financial Peace University class meets
Mondays from 6-8pm.

The Book of Faith study of the Lord’s Prayer
will meet either Sundays after the 10am
service or Wednesdays after the Lenten
services. Choose the day that works for you
on the Top Opportunities sheet in the Sunday
bulletin.

The Women of the Spirit Bible Study
continues to meet the second and fourth
Tuesday of each month from 10-11am. Mark
your calendar and join us for coffee and an
informal study of Esther.

CHRISTIAN ED IS GOOD ALL THE TIME
ALL THE TIME, CHRISTIAN ED IS GOQOD!

Great Cause, Great Food

Our Youth Group is once again hosting a yummy
fundraising event at Damon’s Grill at 5494 Dort
Hwy, (at Saginaw Rd) on Sunday, March 15th.
During the hours of 12 noon through 5:00 pm,
Damon’s will donate 20% of guest checks to our
fund for sending our youth to
the National Youth Gathering
in July. You must bring one
of the fliers that are available
at HSLC. Last fall, there was
a great turnout and we raised
over $200! Let's all enjoy a
delicious Sunday dinner and support our youth!

LWR News

Work on quilts for Lutheran World Relief has be-
gun for next October’s annual shipment. A num-
ber of quilts are ready to be tied. At this time all
work is being done at Sally Neil's home. You are
welcome to participate-please call Sally Neil.
Donations of good used sheets are helpful; they
are used for quilt backs. We have a good supply
of material for tops, but large pieces are always
welcome, as are thread, needles and quilt batting.

f ‘ School supplies will be collected for
== g = school kits when the back to school
g “¥ sales are on in July and August.
| g #» Bars of soap will be collected in Sep-

tember, just prior to shipping time.
Gifts of money are always welcome to quilt batting
and shipping costs. These gifts travel to many
countries around the world through the good ef-
forts of LWR.

Wittenberg Choir on Tour
The Wittenberg University Choir is touring in ouea,

140 Churchgrove Rd, in Frankenmuth on Thursday,
March 12th at 7:30 pm. Those interested in attendi
may want to car-pool. Respond on your Top Oppor
nities sheet and watch for updates.

and will be performing at St. Lorenz Lutheran Cliuat

u_



The Flame

Music Notes ‘j\['
ew

Although this article is being written at the —
end of February, you will be reading it at ~
the beginning of March and Spring will be o g -
less than 20 days away. The temperatures /3 P , =
might not be warm on that first day of a Y ¢
spring, but we still know that we have

turned the corner on winter and the days °
will get longer and warmer. CIIO]I MEII'IbeI'S
With the coming of Spring, the choirs at ((/l/ekOme !

Holy Spirit begin learning music for Palm

Sunday and Easter. This year, as in past years, all the musicians at Holy Spirit join with the
congregation in a unique presentation of the Passion in which we all become a part of the crowd
that welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem and just a short time later demanded his death. Every musician
at Holy Spirit will join the congregation in singing Hosanna, Hosanna as we recreate his triumphal
entry into the city. As the service progresses we will turn from shouting Hosannas to shouting
Crucify Him, Crucify Him. Then, as the services draws to a close we will mournfully sing “Were You
There, When they Crucified My Lord.

On Easter Sunday the sadness of Holy Week and Palm Sunday will be forgotten as our vocalists
and instrumentalists join the congregation in the traditional Easter hymn “Jesus Christ Is Ris’'n
Today!” In addition to our own musicians we will be blessed musically with guest musicians playing
the organ, trumpets and euphonium.

In addition to preparing extra music for Holy Week, Palm Sunday and Easter all the choirs and
instrumentalists continue to rehearse faithfully for our Sunday services. As we learn our music every
week, our hope is that we will be a blessing to the congregation and that possibly someone could be
touched and drawn closer to God through the music at Holy Spirit.

If you have thought of you or your children being involved in one of our choirs or playing an
instrument, here is an overview of when each group sings and when they rehearse.

The adult choir sings at the 8:30 service the 1% and 3™ Sunday of every month and at the 10:00
service the 2™ and 4™ Sunday of every month. They rehearse every Thursday from 6:30-8:00.
Sonburst Ringers and Singers and Kids Ring and Sing rehearse every Wednesday, SonBurst at
5:45 and Kids Ring and Sing at 6:30. Each of these groups sings approximately every 4 or 5 weeks
at the 10:00 service. The Youth Choir rehearses at 5:00 on Sunday before confirmation class. They
also sing every 4 or 5 weeks at the 2" service.

Our worship band that accompanies our music on Sunday morning rehearse on Wednesdays at
7:30 P.M. and Sunday mornings at 9:30 A.M.

If you are interested in you or your child being a part of our music program please contact Jean Pike
at 810 655 6764 or jpike4d9@comcast.net
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SENIOR HIGH YOUTH
Website updated

Link to the senior high page on the Holy Spirit website from the “ministries” tab at
holyspiritlc.net. Look here for current info!

Christian Education

We'll suspend our weekly meetings on Wednesdays to encourage senior

high youth to attend Lenten services and consider participating in the adult
Lenten Bible studies. We'll investigate new materials to begin with after

Easter. Many thanks to our student leaders during the “Checklist for Life” series.
Your enthusiasm and creativity was a blessing to our time together!

Ready, Set, Fast?

In order to explore the deprivation of hunger and raise awareness of its worldwide affect, the
youth will participate in a 30-hour fast the weekend of March 14. Look for details soon from
Rachel Langer or contact her at swimgb88@aol.com

National Youth Gathering

Saturday, March 7: Thicker Than Water Concert

Youth: Help us promote this great event by sharing your excitement on your FaceBook and/or
MySpace pages. We'll need all NYG participants and families to help out this evening. See
the previous Flame article for concert details!

PIZZA, PIZZA! Little Caesar’'s Pizza Kit Sales

No time for dinner? Take the easy way out! Stock up your freezer with pizza
kits. NYG youth will be selling pizza kits from March 8-22 with delivery the last
week of March. See Sandy Willoughby for more info.

Sunday, March 15: Great Cause, Great Food!

NYG benefit at Damon’s. 20% of guest checks donated to our fund. Great cause

Volunteers needed to hand our'f certificates after church on March 8" and and gl'eut fOOdo

at the restaurant on March 15". See Bree Willoughby if you can help. o
DABONg

New Or|eanS Planning meetings needed!

here we We need a volunteer to lead regular planning meetings as we get
closer to our trip. Devotion materials are available at the
come! Gathering website.

Please feel free to contact Sally Piggott with any questions (or ideas!) you may have
Home: 603-0260, Cell: 394-6948, piggott48439@aol.com



The Connection Corner

Financial Peace University Series of financial/spiritual studies  Mondays, Starting February 9th

Book of Faith Lenten StudySee Below) After Lenten and Sunday Svcs. (7 wks) Wednesdays and Sunday

Women of the Spirit Bible StudjNew Day Addet) 10 am-11 am(Esther) 2" & 4™ Tuesday of the mth.

Lori Tomlinson Susan Briggs Kathy Rometty
Flint Grand Blanc Grankhiic
Rosenthal Family Glady Family Jeremy & Sarah
Anna, Abigail, Josh Sydney, Dan, Nancy, Alexa Wilson
Flint Grand Blanc Flint

Come, Meet and Welcome......
Not Pictured

All of these families at our next New
Member Sunday on March 1 during the|

Martin Family Judy Rose 10:00 service, reception will follow.
Peggy, Megan (top), Jordan, Mike Holly
Grand Blanc

Our Father Who Art in Heaven.......

Forty days with the Lord’s Prayer is a forty-day journey with Selfiyou are interested in what God wants for you
and what God wants from you......

Join Us!

Contact Michelle Traynor regarding any of the aboveopportunities and more! Rail: connect@holyspiritic.net
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Camp Michi-Lu-Ca Retreats

Men’s Retreat: March 20-22nd
Confirmation Retreat March 20-22nd
“Phil and Marty’'s Excellent Adventure”
Scrap Booking Retreat: March 27-29th
Fishing Retreat April 24-26th

See the Kiosk for descriptions of each retreat.

Did you know...?

Ash Wednesday and the Season of Lent

Since at least the seventh century, Ash Wednesday has
been observed as the first day of Lent. This most penitential
of days in the church year occurs between February 4 and
March 10. The name is taken from the ancient tradition of
placing ashes on each forehead of penitents. In the biblical
tradition ashes represent God’s condemnation of sin: human
dependence on God for life; and humiliation and repen-
tance. “Ashes are a reminder of death, for it is said we are
buried’ “earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”

Lent is the forty-day season of preparation for Easter.
Traditionally, Lent has two primary themes-baptism and
penitence-both in preparation for worthy celebration of the
paschal (Easter) feast. Lent does not focus on our Lord’s
passion; that is the focus of Holy Week.

Paraments for Lent are purple, the color of penitence.
From the Altar Guild and Sacristy Handbook

By S. Anita Stauffer
Submitted by Lonnie Moore for Altar Guild

3/01
3/03
3/04
3/04
3/06
3/06
3/06
3/08
3/08
3/10
3/16
3/17
3/19
3/21
3/23
3/23
3/24
3/25
3/26
3/27
3/27
3/30

Pastor Will Stenke
Lance Zarzycki
Benjamin Johnson
Sue Smith

Eddie Albani
Gerald Tucker
Gloria Walstad
Daniel Geiser
Peggy Hunt
Marla Dais
Michelle Traynor
Lila Horwath
Jennifer McKay
Linda Brooks
Forrest Chan

Pat Odgers
Nathaniel Stenke
Beverley Langer
Sadie Kondel
Erika Brumit
Beth Chan

Ellie Goebel

Young at Heart

Hats off to the men from Young at Heart for the delicious
meal and dessert they prepared and served for the ladies at
our Valentine Party. We had over 30 in attendance, a
wonderful time was had by all. A very special “thank you”
goes to Joe Wyrwicki for all his work preparing the spareribs
and Gerry Setera for the Heavenly dessert. Thank you from
the bottom of our hearts!

Mark your calendars : our next get together is a
“PAC-N-PIZZA” Party March 12th at 10:00 am at the
Setera’s house.

3/02
3/17
3/23
3/27
3/30

Warren and Marilyn Wildey
James and Jean Ott

Grant and Jaimi Hegenauer
Robert and Kristine Kuerbitz
Jeff and Catherine Watson




Holy Spirit Lutheran church is having an auction to send our
High School Youth Group to the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans July 2009

Do you have something to donate?
Any new unused items are now being accepted.
(Fill out the attached form and place in box at church.)

Do you have a special hobby? ,
You can make something to donate. @
Can you offer a service of any kind?

Donations of service offerings are an exciting

$20.00 for 1/2 page
$25.00 for a full page

$10.00 for a business card sized ad or

addition!
: Holy Spirit Lutheran Church
You can promote your business and April 25, 2009 from 2:00 - 6:30
support HSLC youth at the same time. Featyring: Fun, Foqd and lots of laughs!
Ad's can be placed in Auction Program: Auctioneer: Clay Willoughby

Plan to attend the auction!
Bring a friend!

Place a silent bid from 2 p.m. -3 p.m.
(Highest bidder will be notified that evening

or Sunday at church.)
Bid live with Clay starting at 3 p.m.

Items for sale are donated: All sales are final!
If you have any questions or if you would like to help.
Contact Bev Langer 810-953-0627 e-mail beverleylgifts@aol.com

Auction Donation Form

I would like to donate the following:

Item

Approximate retail value

Approximate retail value

| would like to purchase an advertisement in the Auction Program
Size: Business Card 1/2 page Full Page

Please attach copy of graphic or business card, or contact Bev Langer to create your advertisement.

[
1
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
: Service
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
[ 9
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HOLY SPIRIT LUTHERAN CHURCH
7234 FENTON RD.
GRAND BLANC, MI 48439

FORWARDING AND ADDRESS
CORRECTION REQUESTED

HOLY SPIRIT LUTHERAN CHURCH
7234 FENTON RD. GRAND BLANC, MI 48439
OFFICE: (810) 424-6707
Website: www.holyspiritlc.net
Email: info@holyspiritlc.net

8:00 am  Traditional Worship with Holy Communion
10:00am Blended Worship with Holy Communion




