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THE  NEWSLETTER  OF  HOLY  SPIRIT  LUTHERAN   CHURCH 

       September 2008  “Celebrating and Living God’s Message”  

 Back to the Basics 
 
As it is for many of you, it is that time of year again for our household– time to get back to the basics: 
back to school, back to work, back to sports practices and games, piano lessons and choir.  Fall is the 
time to return to our familiar year-round routines after some much-needed time off to renew and restore 
our energy.  We had a wonderful vacation camping, but now it is time to get back to life and work.  
While vacation is wonderful, there are times when it is necessary to get back to the basics. 
 
As a church family, it is time to get back to the basics of worship and education, with some new 
changes, additions, and twists.  This fall when you come back there will be new worship times on 
Sunday morning – the same formats, but we will worship at 8:30 and 10:00am, helping us to make for a 
shorter morning and offer Sunday school during worship.  That is a new experiment we are trying as 
well – Sunday school during part of the second service each week (The children will leave after the 
children’s message and return to worship during the offering.)  It may take some adjustment, but the 
education leaders in the church believe this is the right direction for our church to move as we welcome 
more young families into our midst.  Of course, during this transition, Pat Ranta our education leader 
may need your help in teaching a 3-4 week segment of our program. 
 
The primary new addition this fall is another attempt to go Back to the Basics.  This fall, we are offering 
a new program called Alpha , which is 10 week introduction to the Christian faith.  Whether you are 
relatively new to the faith, like one of those adults or youth who were baptized in the last five years, or a 
life-long Christian, this class will help you to explore the faith, ask questions, and look for answers in a 
non-threatening setting.  Alpha  helps us all to get back to the basics of what we believe and why we 
believe it.  A side benefit for those who go through Alpha  will be the opportunity to have fellowship and 
small group discussion over a meal each time that the group meets.   
 
Getting together with our fellow brothers and sisters around a meal or other fellowship gathering is 
another basic characteristic of members of a family or faith community.  This fall, our fellowship team 
has planned some great fellowship opportunities including an exciting Rally Day at Bicentennial Park, 
our Wednesday dinners, and many other events for young and old alike.  Taking time to be together 
outside of worship is one of the Basics of Christian communities.   
 
As a congregation we have been going 100 miles and hour for the last couple of years.  The pace we 
have run and the changes we have experienced together are a testament to the energy and gifts of this 
congregation’s many leaders.  Sometimes, however, when we go that fast we miss important things 
along the way.  This fall, we are going Back to the Basics.  Take time to worship, enroll your children or 
grandchildren in Sunday school, explore what you believe in Alpha  or another Bible study, and take 
advantage of one of the fun fellowship opportunities and go Back to the Basics. 
 

In Christ, 
       Pastor Will  
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Caring Adults Needed:  Confirmation 
Small Group Leaders Sought 
Do you love kids?  Do you enjoy talking about 
your faith?  Do you want to make an eternity-long 
difference in the life of a young person?  If you 
said “yes” to any of these questions, then maybe 
you have the gifts and the calling to be a 
confirmation small group leader.  If interested 
please contact Pastor Will at 
pastorwill@holypiritlc.net.  

The Book of Faith: Bible Foundations 
Wednesday Mornings 10:00am 
Join a group of caring and curious adults as we 
study God's Word together 
each Wednesday morning beginning  
September 10.  Dig into the Bible with us, 
as we explore and attempt to discover what 
God may be saying to us. 

Connections: New Member 
Orientation  
September 20, 9:00am to 12:00pm 
Are you interested in Exploring Membership at 
Holy Spirit?  This workshop is an invitation for 
participants to join the members of Holy Spirit 
on a journey of faith.  This interactive session 
will help participants to explore the mission, vi-
sion, and beliefs of Holy Spirit Lutheran 
Church, discuss what church membership 
looks like, and discover ways to fit themselves 
and their families into our ministry.  

Mark Your Calendars!  Rally Day / 
Outdoor Worship and Picnic @ Bicen-
tennial Park 
On Rally Day, Sept. 7 at 10:00am, we will be 
holding one celebration worship service to kick-
off the fall programming year.  The service will 
be held at the large Pavilion at Creasey Bicen-
tennial Park on Grand Blanc Rd.  Following the 
service, we will have games and activities for 
all ages, as well as potluck picnic.  There will 
be NO 8:00am service on this day!  We will all 
worship together in this one special outdoor 
service.  

Fall Free Food Distribution 
Saturday, October 4, 9:30 am — 12:30pm 
 
Join us as we hand out canned and boxed food 
purchased from the Food Bank of Eastern 
Michigan to those in need throughout Genesee 
County.  Help is needed to bag items, provide 
hospitality, and carry items to cars.  All ages 
can help.  

Our Deepest Sympathy 
 
With great sadness, we must report the death of 
our Bishop, the Rev. John Schreiber.  Bishop 
Schreiber died suddenly on Saturday August 16.   
Please keep his family -- wife Rev. Colleen 
Kamke, children Paul and Claire, mother Rose 
and sister Lois -- in your prayers.  Please keep 
the Southeast Michigan Synod in your prayers as 
well. 
 
Rest eternal grant John, O Lord, and may 
perpetual light shine on him.  Amen. 
 
In lieu of flowers, the family has requested 
memorials to the "Building Here, Building There" 
campaign of the Southeast Michigan Synod, the 
ministries of the Southeast Michigan Synod, or 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church, where Rev. 
Colleen Kamke, the Bishop’s wife, serves as 
pastor.  

Don’t Forget the Ministry Fair!! 
 
On Sunday, September 28 we will be spotlighting 
the ministries at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.  It 
will be a fair-like atmosphere with fun, food and 
door prizes.  It will take place just before the 8:30 
service, between services and then until 2:00.  
Please come and learn more about our ministries 
in a fun-filled atmosphere!  The nursery will be 
available for those who need it. 



         The Flame                

Don’t Forget the Ministry Fair!! 
On Sunday, September 28 we will be 
spotlighting the ministries at Holy Spirit 
Lutheran Church.  It will be a fair-like 
atmosphere with fun, food and door prizes.  It 
will take place just before the 8:30 service, 
between services and then until 2:00.  Please 
come and learn more about our ministries in a 
fun-filled atmosphere!  The nursery will be 
available for those who need it. 

Backpack Blessings 
September 7 during the Rally Day Special Service 
Starting out the school year can be a big 
transition, as well as a traumatic experience for 
many school-age children.  Children are 
encouraged to bring their backpacks, schoolbags, 
briefcases, etc. with them to church on 
September 7th and bring them forward during the 
children's message.  During that time, we will say 
a prayer for God's blessing on the new school 
year.  You can help your child to start out on the 
right foot this school year, while also teaching 

Synodical Hearing on the 
Draft Social Statement on Human 

Sexuality: 
 

A listening post to hear member feedback on the 
text of the draft statement 

The synod office invites you to participate in the 
next step of the development of the ELCA Social 

Statement on Human Sexuality. 
 

 
WHEN:  Saturday, September 27, 2008 from  
  9:30 – 11:30 am 
 
WHERE:  Lutheran Church of the Master 

3333 Coolidge Road, Troy, MI 48084 
(248) 643-0176 

 
WHY:   The ELCA is writing a social  
  statement on human sexuality. We 

need your input on the draft. How  
can it be strengthened? What is 
missing that should be said? A  
representative of the task force will 
be present and a written record of  
comments will be prepared. 

 
 

How You Can Participate in the Hearing 
 

! Read a copy of the draft statement.  ! Come to 
the hearing.  ! Speak and listen. 
 

How to Get a Copy of the Draft Statement 
 

• Download it at www.elca.org/faithfuljourney. 
• A single complimentary copy can be ordered by 
calling 800-638-3522 ext. 2996. 
For multiple copies call Augsburg Fortress (800-
328-4648) and ask for Draft of a Social 
Statement on Human Sexuality, item number 978-
6-0002-2079-2, cost is $0.25 per copy. 
 
For additional information about the synodical 
hearings please visit:www.elca.org/faithfuljourney 
or call the synod office at (313) 821-1055.  

Average Attendances for July  

  
  

2007 2008 

8:00am  47 34 

10:30am  121 125 

Total  168 159 
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Young at Heart Happenings 
 
One sure fire way to welcome fall is with the 
aroma of freshly baked apple pie! Young at 
Heart will be making those delicious treats on 
Thursday, September 11 at 10:00 am. Lunch 
will be provided.  Sign up at the Young at Heart 
News Nook in the fellowship room, then check 
back at that spot often because that will be the 
permanent place to see bulletins and to sign up 
for the fun activities. The YAH area is located 
at the right side of the Opportunities to Serve 
bulletin board.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes:  
1. * YTD expenses include adding $8,000 to the Church’s Operating Fund.  
2. The YTD income includes $4,000 from the building fund and $7,000 from the ELCA for new staff 
positions.  
3. The year 2007 surplus of $13,000 has been budgeted to cover any 2008 deficits. The YTD deficit 
of $2,500 ** would be covered by the 2007 surplus. This leaves $10,500 available for any additional 
deficits incurred from September to December 2008.  
 
Cash Balances: December 31, 2007 $110,000 (Citizens Bank and Merrill Lynch) $38,600 $71,400 
August 26, 2008 $115,600 (Citizens Bank and Merrill Lynch) $49,600 $66,000 Cash Increase + $ 
5,600  

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF (LWR):  
  
SOAP SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER:  Time for 
our yearly collection of wrapped bars of 
soap.  Amazing how much a bar of soap can 
mean to people who have none.  Let's send a 
good supply. 
  
SCHOOL KITS:  The kits are assembled and 
boxed.  Thank you to Kaitlyn Robinson and John 
Neil for helping Sally Neil with the assembly. 
  
QUILTS:  A good number are in progress.   
  
HEALTH KITS, SEWING KITS AND 
LAYETTES:  It's not too late to pick up the list of 
supplies needed and assemble a kit or two for 
our early October delivery date. 
  
MONEY:  Money is always welcome to help 
defray LWR's costs for shipping these goods 
overseas.  Mark a special offering “LWR 
shipping”.  

Robert Brooks  
Herrig 207 
403 E. Broomfield St. 
Mt. Pleasant, MI  48858-4590 
Rbbe1990@gmail.com 
 
ENI Cliff Cleary 
ACB-2 SEABEES 
CAMP DELTA 
APO AE 09331 
 
CAPT James Babbitt 
TF 1-293rd IN Team HHD 
OIF 08-10 
APO AE 09391 

  YTD /26/2008 YTD Budget  Annual Budget  

Income       192,500    188,000      301,000 

Expenses *       195,000    197,000      301,000 

Surplus/Deficit         -2,500       -9,000             0 
(30 weeks)        
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Dear Family and Friends at Holy Spirit, 
 
As you probably know by now, I have moved into Herrig Hall dorm at Central Michigan University 
and have started my college classes.  I want to take this time to thank everyone who is a part of the 
Holy Spirit Lutheran Community for your support, encouragement and love in every capacity of my 
life.  When I first felt called to music, you were my first audience and, through you, I started to see 
that music was an important way to serve and praise our Lord, Jesus Christ.  You have also been 
there for other important moments of my life from my baptism to confirmation; from elementary 
through high school.  I could always count on my church family to be there for me.  I may not have 
said it, but that meant more to me than I could ever put into words. 
 
After my junior year of high school, I was given the opportunity to attend the Lutheran Summer Mu-
sic Academy (LSM) largely through the contributions and support of the HSLC family (remember the 
spaghetti dinner and my first CD?  I think I’ve come a long way since then). 
 
After my high school graduation this year I was offered the Messerli Scholarship to return to LSM 
and would not have had that opportunity if not for my church coming forward with an additional 
scholarship so that I could attend.  The experience at LSM for the past two years has been nothing 
short of a miracle.  Each year I attend I came back a better Saxophone player and a better person.  
I could not have done it without you. 
 
Finally, thank you to everyone who came out for my graduation open house and for the gifts you 
given me.  I was really touched that so many have supported me through prayer, guidance and just 
being there for me.  As I sit in my dorm at 1:30 am writing this after a full day of marching band prac-
tice, it is really good to know that not only is God with me, but you are all with me, too and that you 
continue to pray and care for me. 
 
I am looking forward to coming back to visit every chance I can and to be able to play for everyone 
at service and to see you all again. 
 
“You give me your shield of victory, and your right hand sustains me; you stoop down to make me 
great.” (Psalm 18:35) 
 
In Christ (through music), 
 

 
Robert Brooks  
CMU  
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Council Updates 
At the August meeting of the Congregation Council, the resignation of Bob 
Kuerbitz was received with regrets.  Bob tendered his resignation at the 
July meeting due to family concerns and the need to be more active at home after to the rapid 
adoption of their second child, Lukas.  We appreciate Bob's service to the congregation and the 
leadership he has shown throughout his time on the council. 
 
Also at the August meeting, the council voted to appoint Gerry Setera as the 
Interim President.  Gerry will hold this office until the regularly 
scheduled Congregation Meeting in December, at which time, the congregation 
as a whole can elect Gerry or another candidate to the office.  Karen 
Michelson was appointed to fill the open Director of Outreach Position.   
Living Water Ministries Special Events 
Check out these retreat opportunities that are offered through our ELCA camps in Michigan, Michi-
lu-ca Conference and Retreat Center in Fairview MI, (located between Alpena and Grayling) and 
Stony Lake Lutheran Camp (located north of Muskegon).  

Family Fishing Retreat 
September 26-28 at 
Michi-Lu-Ca 
$75 p/person 
Fishing for the whole family! 
You have access to four different lakes to learn 
your skill or show off your expertise. Bring your 
own equipment, though! 
 
Women’s Retreat 
October 3-5 at Michi-Lu-Ca 
$75 p/person 
Lisa Jeffreys leads this session 
for women only. Get a few days to yourself to 
relax, breathe and (if you want to) 
participate in this lightly structured 
weekend. Come and discover your spiritual 
gifts through a series of large—and small 
group discussions, led by Pastor Justin 
Grimm  
 
Scrapbooking Retreat 
November 7-9 and 21-23 at Michi-Lu-Ca 
$75.00 per person with meals and housing 
Pray! Crop! Pray! Lavish yourself in a weekend 
getaway with your own scrapbooking table in a 
beautiful rustic setting.  Exchange 
scrapbooking secrets and faith stories as you 
layout the perfect page.  Led by Pastor Sherry 
McGuffin  
 

Rest. Recover. Retreat. 
October 10-12 at 
Michi-Lu-Ca 
$75 per person 
Join Pastor Ted Kerr in a weekend of humor, 
prayer, exercise and the beautiful outdoors. 
 
Spiritual Gifts Retreat 
October 17-19, 2008 
$90 for meals & housing 



                                      
                                    Please feel free to contact Sally Piggott with any questions (or ideas!) you may have  
                                                                               Home: 603-0260, Cell: 394-6948, piggott48439@aol.com  

HSLC 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH    
 
Sweet Sounds of Summer 
“Now nothing seems as strange as when the leaves began to change 
Or how we thought those days would never end.”                            
      Kid Rock: All Summer Long 
 
Ringing school bells, new books & schedules, shopping for that perfect outfit … 
September’s a fresh and exciting time of year!  Let’s take a minute, however, and reflect on the 
sweet sounds of a wonderful summer: coffee brewing at Starbucks on Tuesday afternoons, a solo 
voice singing praise to God rising through the trees up north, the roar of the speedboat pulling 
giggling tubers, the squeal of an anxious camper in a pitch-black tent.  How blessed we are to have 
memories of laughter, love, sharing and growing throughout these past months!  We lift our hearts in 
thanks to our loving Lord for providing fellowship opportunities for us.  We also give thanks for our 
gracious hosts and generous volunteers – without you none of these events would have happened. 
 
Rally Day – Sunday, September 7th 
Youth volunteers are needed to help at Bicentennial Park on Rally Day!  Contact Mrs. Ranta if 
you’re available.  Since the new Sunday School format will have high schoolers in worship, we’ll 
need to meet soon to discuss a meeting time and curriculum for our Bible studies.  Your ideas are 
appreciated. 
 

 
National Youth Gathering:  
Forms due September 10th 
Pre-registration forms and a $100 non-refundable commitment fee is 
due by September 10th for next July’s event.  Volunteers are needed to 
work as task-masters in several planning areas.  Please contact Pastor 
Will or Sally for more info! 
 

 
Drake in concert – Sunday, September 14th 
This eclectic musical group is a favorite of those who’ve seen them perform at  
Lutheran camps and Gatherings.  Carpool after church to Westland to enjoy their 
fabulous music.  Admission is a free-will offering with proceeds funding improvements 
at MichiLuCa. 
 
Kids Against Hunger – Saturday, September 27th 
40,000 children die every day from malnutrition, starvation and hunger-related illnesses.  Kids 
Against Hunger is a nonprofit organization with the mission to significantly reduce the number of 
hungry children throughout the world. This is being achieved by getting volunteers involved and by 
setting up food packaging satellites through partnerships with humanitarian organizations worldwide 
- enabling Kids Against Hunger to deliver its specially formulated rice-soy casserole to starving 
children and their families in more than 40 countries. Volunteers are needed to help create food 
packs at Faith Lutheran Church from 9am-3pm (free lunch provided).  For more information on the 
organization, visit their website:  www.feedingchildren.org  
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 WELCOME to the Connection Corner of our newsletter.   
       A tool for getting connected and staying connected! 

 
 
 
 
“Get Connected” to ~~ Fellow Christians! 
   

  
 
“Get Connected” to ~~ Your Faith!                                                                 
 
Alpha Bible Study, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm    (10 wks)  
Wednesdays, starting Sept. 17 
Women of the Spirit Bible Study 10:00 am - 11:00 am 
(ongoing)  Second Tuesday of the month  

The Connection Corner 
   Michelle Traynor  connectingministries@holyspiritlc.net 
    (810) 653-5983 

~ For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. ~     1st Cor. 3:9 

 
Rally Day           Sunday, Sept. 7          10:00 am – 2:00 pm  
Alpha             Wednesdays starting Sept. 17  (10 wks)            6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
Ministry Fair            Sunday, Sept. 28                                               9:00 am – 2:00 pm        
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 Discipleship    Gerry Setera  (810) 655-0367 
 Christian Education   Pat Ranta  (810) 629-1422 
 Worship Board    Jan Wenstrom   (810) 636-2800 
 Youth Ministries    Sally Piggott  (810) 603-0260 
 Church Property    Jeff Watson  (810) 694-2191 
 Congregational Care   Mark Reese  (810) 629-3501 
 Music     Jean Pike  (810) 655-6764 
 
 

Help Wanted! 
 (If you are interested any of these positions please contact Michelle as 

indicated above):  
                                                                                                    

· Director of Outreach 

· Bible Study Leaders 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9/5 Lindsay Cochran 
9/5 Taylor Kondel 
9/7 Sara Stenke 
9/8 Jim Noble 
9/8 Garrett Szaro 
9/9 Daleen Grandy 
9/9 Jason Reaves 
9/10 Mark Johnson 
9/10 Victoria Schild 
9/11 Tricia Schwartz 
9/12 Ron Albani 
9/12 William Reaves 
9/14 Jeanette Neu-Ballew 
9/15 Roger Black 
9/16 Kaitlyn Sarsfield 
9/22 Sally Piggott 
9/22 Gladys Watson 
9/26 Vicky Hoisington 
9/27 Noelle Tucker 
9/29 Christopher Bradley 
9/30 Robin Reaves  
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9/4 Erika and Scott Hadden 
9/7 William and Danielle Stenke 
9/24 Phillip and Joyce Rice 
9/25 Joseph and Barbara Wyrwicki 
9/27 Mark and Tammy Schild  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer is ending and the choirs at Holy Spirit are ready to 
begin rehearsing again. 
The adult choir will rehearse on September 4th to prepare 
music for Rally Day on September 7th, which will be held at 
Creasey Bicentennial Park, on Grand Blanc Rd.  After 
singing on September 7th, they will begin their regular 
Thursday night rehearsal schedule on September 11th from 
6:30-8:00. As is their tradition, they will continue to alternate 
singing at the 8:00 and 10:30 services every Sunday. 
The Youth Choir, Kids Ring and Sing and SonBurst Ringers 
and Singers will sing at the 10:30 service on alternate 
weeks. 
The choirs will begin working on Christmas music very soon 
and since the rehearsals are just starting again for the year, 
this is a great time to become involved in our music ministry 
and be able to be a part of the Christmas program in 
December. 
Our rehearsal schedule for the different choirs is as follows: 
SonBurst Ringers and Singers (pre-school through grade 1) 
every Wednesday from 6:30-7:00 beginning on September 
10th; Kids Ring and Sing (grades 2-5) every Wednesday 
from 6:30-7:00 beginning on September 10th; Youth Choir 
(grades 6-12) every other Sunday from 5:00-6:00 beginning 
on September 14th.  
Are there any instrumentalists out there? If you have played 
an instrument in the past and you are interested in playing 
again please talk to me, there is a place for you in the music 
program at our church. 
If you or your child are interested in being a part of our 
music program, please contact Jean Pike at 655-6764, 
jpike49@comcast.net or info@holyspiritlc.net. 
 
 
Yours in Christ,  
Jean Pike  
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Alpha is a 10-week course that has received rave reviews 
from hundreds of thousands of people around the world. 
Through this course you will be able to...  
· Ask Anything:  Alpha is a place where no question is 
too simple or too hostile. All are respected and 
embraced. 
· Address Real Problems:  Life is full of tough 
times...employment problems, shaky relationships, kid 
troubles. This is the place to ask why. 
· Answer the Big Questions:  Is there a God? Why am 

I here? Where do I go after here? 
· Build Friendships:  It’s easy to form both casual and 
close relationships while sharing a meal and exploring 
your questions with others who have similar questions. 

 
Unsure? Skeptical?  
Maybe you think Christianity is too simplistic, too complicated, or too hypocritical. You’re not alone.  
Spend 10 weeks with us tackling the questions everybody wants to know about God, Jesus, the 
Bible, and more. Alpha is open to everyone—from the unsure to the lifelong followers of Jesus! The 
evening starts with a meal and a thoughtful, humorous presentation. Afterward at each table, you 
can discuss things over in a small group setting. No question or idea is too simple or hostile. 
 
Who is Alpha for? 
· Those wanting to investigate Christianity 
· New Christians 
· Those who feel they never really got going as a Chr istian 
· Newcomers to the church 
· Those who want to brush up on the basics 
 
What's the Schedule?  
Wednesdays at 6:00 PM for food, fellowship & fun!  
· Sept. 17 Christianity: Boring, Irrelevant, Untrue? 
· Sept. 24 Who is Jesus? 
· Oct. 1  Why Did Jesus Die? 
· Oct. 8  How Can I Be Sure of My Faith? 
· Oct. 15 Why & How Should I Read the Bible? 
· Oct. 22 How Can I Resist Evil? 
· Oct. 29 Why & How Do I Pray? 
· Nov. 5  Why & How Should I Tell Others? 
· Nov. 12 Holy Spirit Day 
· Nov. 19 How Can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life? 
 



         The Flame                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How Do I Sign Up?  
Fill out the form in this brochure and mail it to 7234 Fenton Rd. 
Grand Blanc, MI  48439 (or turn it in to the Michelle Traynor’s 
mailbox in the church office). For more information, contact 
Michelle Traynor at 653-5983 or 
connectingministries@holyspiritlc.net 
 

 
 
Alpha Guest(s) 
 
Name:   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Address:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
City  ………………………………………………….  State   ……………………….  Zip   ……………... 
 
Phone/Cell:  ………………………………………………………………………………………………….  
 
E-mail:  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
�  Childcare Needed (ages:  ………………………………………..) 
 
I am (check all that apply): 
 
�  New to Christianity or returning to church 
 
�  Have been attending Holy Spirit for awhile 
 
�  None of the above. I am: 
 
�  Yes, I’m willing to be a leader.  



   
HOLY SPIRIT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
7234 FENTON RD.  GRAND BLANC, MI  48439 

OFFICE:  (810)  424-6707 
Website: www.holyspiritlc.net 
Email: info@holyspiritlc.net 

 

New Worship Times Beginning September 14th: 
   8:30 am Traditional Worship 
       10:00 am  Blended Worship including 
      Sunday School  
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